
 

                AUBURN HILLS MEETING SCHEDULE 
   248.370.9402 

www.auburnhills.org 










MARCH, 2018 
 

06 Tax Increment Finance Authority, 4:00 p.m., Admin Conference Room  
RESCHEDULED (from 3/13)

08  Zoning Board of Appeals, 7:00 p.m., Council Chamber CANCELLED 
12    City Council Workshop, 5:30 p.m., Admin Conference Room  

12 City Council, 7:00 p.m., Council Chamber 

14 Pension Board, 3:00 p.m., Admin Conference Room 

14 Retiree Health Care, 3:00 p.m., Admin Conference Room 

14 Planning Commission/Recreation Commission, 7:00 p.m.,  

 Public Safety Building ▲ 

20 Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, 6:00 p.m., Admin Conference Room  

22 Library Board, 7:00 p.m., Auburn Hills Public Library 

26 City Council Working Group Meeting regarding Rental Housing Inspection 
Program, 6:00 PM   

26 City Council, 7:00 p.m., Council Chamber 















 City Council Chamber (Conf. Rm.) – 1827 N. Squirrel Road 

 Administrative Conference Room – 1827 N. Squirrel Road 

▲  Public Safety Building – 1899 N. Squirrel Road 

 Community Center – 1827 N. Squirrel Road 

 Department of Public Works (DPW) – 1500 Brown Road        

 Fieldstone Golf Course - 1984 Taylor Road 

Library - 3400 Seyburn Drive 

 Downtown Chamber Offices – 3395 Auburn Road, Suite A 
    University Center, 3350 Auburn Road, Main Floor, Classroom AHUC-02  
 



 

                AUBURN HILLS MEETING SCHEDULE 
   248.370.9402 

www.auburnhills.org 










APRIL, 2018 
 

09 Pension Board Special Meeting, 3:30 p.m., Admin Conference Room 

09 Retiree Health Care Special Meeting, 3:30 p.m., Admin Conference Room 

09    City Council Workshop, 5:30 p.m., Admin Conference Room  

09 City Council, 7:00 p.m., Council Chamber 

10 Tax Increment Finance Authority, 4:00 p.m., Admin Conference Room

11 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m., Council Chamber  

12  Zoning Board of Appeals, 7:00 p.m., Council Chamber CANCELLED 

16 Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 p.m., Admin Conference Room 

17 Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, 6:00 p.m., Admin Conference Room  

18 Beautification Advisory Commission, 6:00 p.m., Council Conference Room  

23 City Council, 7:00 p.m., Council Chamber 

26 Library Board, 7:00 p.m., Auburn Hills Public Library 



 

 

 

 

 
 City Council Chamber (Conf. Rm.) – 1827 N. Squirrel Road 

 Administrative Conference Room – 1827 N. Squirrel Road 

▲  Public Safety Building – 1899 N. Squirrel Road 

 Community Center – 1827 N. Squirrel Road 

 Department of Public Works (DPW) – 1500 Brown Road        

 Fieldstone Golf Course - 1984 Taylor Road 

Library - 3400 Seyburn Drive 

 Downtown Chamber Offices – 3395 Auburn Road, Suite A 
    University Center, 3350 Auburn Road, Main Floor, Classroom AHUC-02  
 
 



CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
Regular City Council Meeting 

Monday, March 26, 2018 ♦ 7:00 PM 
 

Council Chamber ♦ 1827 N. Squirrel Road ♦ Auburn Hills MI 

248-370-9402 ♦ www.auburnhills.org  

 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4a. City Council Workshop Minutes – March 12, 2018 

4b. City Council Regular Minutes – March 12, 2018 

5. APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 5a. Promotion of Officer Tim Collick to Detective 

 5b. Presentation by the Auburn Hills Historical Society, Tyson Brown 

 5c. 2018 Capital Improvement Update – Road Improvement Projects  

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

All items listed are considered to be routine by the City council and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests, in which event the item will be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

7a.  Board and Commission Minutes 

 7a1. Beautification Advisory Commission, February 21, 2018 

 7a2. Tax Increment Finance Authority, March 6, 2018 

 7a3.  Planning Commission, March 14, 2018 

 7b. Motion – To authorize the City Manager to request reimbursement of eligible mosquito control 
activity under Oakland County’s West Nile Virus Fund Program. 

 7c. Motion – Approve Replacement of 50 Ton, McQuay R-22 Condensing Unit, ACCU #1 Public 
Safety. 

 7d. Motion – To approve the renewal of the Dispatch Agreement and Memorandum of 
Understanding with Oakland County and the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

 9a. Motion – To cancel the Public Hearing and recommend approval of the annual liquor licenses 
for Clubhouse 81 and Duffy’s. 

 9b. Motion – To approve the submittal of a Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
development grant application and resolution of support for Auburn Hills Kayak Point Park 
(proposed name) 

9c. Motion – To accept the Planning Commission’s Findings and Grant Staff Permission to 
Distribute the Draft Amendment to the Master Land Use Plan  

9d. Motion – To accept the 3rd & 4th Quarter 2017 Monitoring Network Review Summaries and 
2017 Annual Monitoring Network Review Summary of the Oakland Heights Development 
Landfill Reports 

10. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL 

11. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

12. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

 
City Council meeting minutes are on file in the City Clerk’s Office. NOTE: Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has 
need of special assistance under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk's Office at 
248.370.9402 or the City Manager's Office at 248.370.9440 48 hours prior to the meeting. Staff will be pleased to make the 
necessary arrangements. 

http://www.auburnhills.org/
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CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

City Council Workshop 

Draft Minutes 

March 12, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor McDaniel at 5:30 PM 

LOCATION:  City Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Present: Mayor McDaniel, Council Members Burmeister, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, 
and Moniz 

     Absent: Council Member Verbeke 

Also Present: City Manager Tanghe, City Attorney Beckerleg, Assistant City 
Manager Grice, City Clerk Pierce, Fire Chief Manning, Assistant Fire Chief Macias, 
Director of Senior Services Adcock, City Assessor Griffin, Police Lt. Gagnon, 
Recreation Director Marzolf, Assistant to the Manager Weber, Management 
Assistant Intern Benoit 

 

Chief Manning presented an overview of the Emergency Operation Center (EOC), its responsibilities, and 
causes for activation.  He discussed the four stages of emergency management which include mitigation, 
preparedness, response, and recovery. 

 

In response to questions by Council, Chief Manning explained that the primary EOC is located at the Public 
Safety Building and the back-up is at the DPW building.  The EOC is activated by the City Manager upon 
recommendation by the Fire or Police Chief.  Chief Manning explained that City Council has no specific role 
on the EOC other than to share media releases.  They also have the opportunity to volunteer at shelters or 
water distribution centers. 

 

Council discussed the water supply.  Staff members explained the agreements with Chrysler, Red Cross, 
Meijer and Walmart.  It was also noted that water could be boiled if needed.   

 

Chief Manning explained that the emergency operations binders list each department’s responsibilities and 
emergency contact information.  Asst. Chief Macias explained that if the disaster is not declared, the City 
would be responsible for the bill.  He noted that Oakland County would not run the local EOC.  If it turned 
into a federal emergency, the feds would give the City guidance. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:35 PM. 

 

 

 

 

Kevin R. McDaniel, Mayor  Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 

C I T Y  O F  A U B U R N  H I L L S  
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  A G E N D A  



 
 

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

Regular City Council Meeting 

Minutes - DRAFT 

March 12, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor McDaniel at 7:00 p.m. 

LOCATION:  City Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Present: Mayor McDaniel, Council Members Burmeister, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, 
and Moniz 

     Absent: Council Member Verbeke   

Also Present: City Manager Tanghe, City Attorney Beckerleg, City Clerk Pierce, 
Fire Chief Manning, Police Lt. Gagnon, DPW Director Melchert, Finance 
Director/Treasurer Schulz, City Assessor Griffin, City Engineer Juidici, Mgr. of 
Public Utilities Michling, Mgr. of Fleet and Roads Brisson, Director of Authorities 
Seimer, Recreation Director Marzolf, Mgr. of Fieldstone Golf Club Marmion, 
Deputy DPW Director Stahly, Management Assistant Intern Benoit 

 

14 Guests 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4a.  Regular City Council Minutes – February 26, 2018 

Moved by Kittle, Seconded by Hammond. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the City Council Minutes of February 26, 2018. 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz 

 No:  None 

Resolution No. 18.03.034       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 

 

5. APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

5a. Appointment to the Beautification Advisory Commission. 

Ms. Robinson introduced herself.  Mr. Kittle shared that he is not in support of any addition to the 
Beautification Advisory Commission until the authorizing ordinance is in alignment and the mission and 
purpose are clearly defined.   

 

Moved by Knight, Seconded by Moniz. 

RESOLVED:  To confirm the appointment of LaKesia Robinson to the Beautification Advisory 
Commission for a term ending December 31, 2020. 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hammond, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz 

 No:  Kittle 

Resolution No. 18.03.035       Motion Carried (5 - 1) 

 

5b.   Reappointment of Members to the Public Safety Advisory Committee: 

Mayor McDaniel introduced the names of those being reappointed to the Public Safety Advisory Committee. 

 

Moved by Knight, Seconded by Kittle. 

RESOLVED:  To confirm the reappointment of Jay Boelter, Eugene Hawkins, Donearl Johnson, 
Forrest Taylor to the Public Safety Advisory Committee for two-year terms ending November 
20, 2019. 



City Council DRAFT – March 12, 2018 
Page 2 
 
VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz 

 No:  None 

Resolution No. 18.03.036       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 

 

Mr. Tanghe introduced the new Director of Public Works, Aaron Stahly and Mr. David Benoit, the 
Management Assistant for the City Manager’s Office.  

 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Pastor Corey James of Community Impact Church located at 3454 Auburn Rd., invited the Council to an 
Active Shooter Training held at his church.  

 

Mr. Mike Green of the American Legion Post #143 invited Council and the City to the Memorial Day parade, 
May 28, 2018.  He stated that it is planned to be the same route as in the past.  He also shared that on 
June 9, 2018 a Flag retirement ceremony will be held.  This event is held to properly destroy any 
unserviceable American Flags.   

 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

All items listed are considered to be routine by the City council and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests, in which event the item will be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

7a.  Board and Commission Minutes 

 7a1. Downtown Development Authority – February 19, 2018 

7b. Motion - To approve Fieldstone Lift Station Replacement Bid Award  

RESOLVED:  To approve amending Transfers to Golf from General Fund  (101-901-999.501) 
with an increased expense of $23,579.00, amend both of the Fieldstone Golf Club Fund Transfer 
from General Fund revenue (594-753-699.472) and Machinery and Equipment expense (584-
753-977.000) with an increase of $23,579.00, and award the Fieldstone Lift Station Replacement 
to TSP Environmental in the amount of $43,579.00 to be paid from the Fieldstone Golf Club 
Fund Machinery and Equipment account (584-753-977-000).   

7c. Motion - To approve IT Services agreement between Oakland County and Auburn Hills. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the attached five (5) year Agreement of I.T. Services between Oakland 
County and the City of Auburn Hills and authorize the Mayor to execute the agreements on 
behalf of the City.    

7d. Motion - To approve a resolution to accept (eastern portion) of Taylor Road as a City road.   

RESOLVED:  To approve a resolution to accept the addition of 1,098 feet of the eastern portion 
of Taylor Road as it intersects with Lapeer Road as a city-owned Major Street. (Attachment A) 

 

Moved by Knight, Seconded by Burmeister. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the consent agenda. 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz 

 No:  None 

Resolution No. 18.03.037       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 

 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

9a. Motion - To approve the 2018 Liquor License Renewals. 

Ms. Pierce presented the establishments that are in compliance with the ordinance for approval of their 
annual Liquor License.  She explained that Council may hold a Public Hearing to consider objecting to the 
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renewal of the Liquor License for Clubhouse 81 and Duffy’s Pub due to do remaining balances owed to the 
City.   

 

Mr. Moniz stated his concerns regarding Romano’s Macaroni Grill being in bankruptcy and not seeing the 
money owed to the City.  Mr. Beckerleg stated that due to the bankruptcy the City has to approve the liquor 
license.   

 

Moved by Knight, Seconded by Kittle. 

RESOLVED:  To recommend approval of the annual liquor licenses of those establishments 
that have met the licensing requirements of the City; and that a public hearing be scheduled 
for Monday, March 26, 2018 to consider evidence regarding the recommendation of non-
renewal of a liquor license to those establishments who have not met the City’s requirements 
as stated in Section 6-10 (2) of the City Code “All personal property taxes and all real property 
taxes and all other obligations due and payable to the city shall be timely paid and not 
outstanding.” 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz 

 No:  None 

Resolution No. 18.03.038       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 

 

9b. Motion - To award the Downtown Road and Water Main Rehabilitation Project to Pamar Enterprises 
and to approve the budget amendment. 

Mr. Melchert presented the project for the water main replacement.  The project will contain curb bump 
outs, new paving, and replacement of tree boxes, soil with up lighting and irrigation in the entire downtown 
area.  Discussion is still taking place regarding the species of tree that will be planted.  

 

Mr. Knight shared his concerns regarding the flower boxes located by Dairy Queen.  His concern is that the 
height of the box inhibits vision with the road and is a traffic hazard. He also questioned the water main 
capacity being the same size or if the piping will be increased.  Mr. Melchert stated that only the pipes near 
Opdyke will increase from a 12 inch to a 16 inch main.   

 

Ms. Hammond shared that she hopes the issues of the boxes needing to be planted with annuals can be 
rectified with these improvements.  She would like to see what the cost is for not only the contract but also 
the amount spent on flowers every year.   

 

Mr. Grice shared that perennials bring an unsightliness with the transition of seasons.  He stated that the 
intention is to have a constant flush of color in the downtown area.  

  

Mayor McDaniel shared that is might be wise to do a cost analyst for future decision regarding maintenance 
and annuals vs. perennials.   

 

Mr. Kittle stated that this would be a great project for the Beautification Advisory Commission. 

 

Discussion was had regarding angle parking vs. reverse angle parking.  Mr. Knight stated that the health, 
welfare and safety for the City is the responsibility of the Council.  He stated that he is concerned with the 
parking in the downtown area.   

 

Mr. Moniz questioned if there was a significant number of accidents from parking concerns.  Lt. Gagnon 
was not aware of any significant number of accidents from reverse parking vs. angle parking.  Mr. Juidici 
stated that both types of parking work from a traffic flow standpoint.  He stated that pull in angle parking 
curbs are being built. 
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Mayor McDaniel clarified that studies show both are safe.  It is more of preference.   

 

Mr. Kittle shared that with an aging community and population there will be mobility challenges.  These 
challenges should be kept in mind when having these types of discussions.   

 

Mr. Tanghe stated that by not hearing adequate support to change to the reverse angle parking, at a 
previous meeting, the staff moved forward.  

 

Moved by Moniz, Seconded by Kittle. 

 RESOLVED:  To approve award of the Downtown Road and Water Main Rehabilitation Project 
contract to Pamar Enterprises, Inc., New Haven, MI, for $3,603,533.00, along with the Scope of 
Construction Services cost of $387,900.00 as provided by OHM Advisors and the Materials 
Testing Services estimate for $85,000.00.  Also, approve a budget amendment to the Water 
Fund with an increase in expense of $400,000.00 (592-536-977.001) and approve the 
amendment to the Construction Fund to reflect the appropriate remaining bond amount with 
an increase in expense of $275,000 (401-901-973.000). 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz 

 No:  None 

Resolution No. 18.03.039       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 

 

9c. Motion - To approve the Riverside Amphitheater Project 

Mr. Melchert explained that the funding and plans are now set to make this a viable project. 

   

Mr. Tanghe stated that this project has come to execution due to the great effort between the Auburn Hills 
Community Foundation, staff and TIFA.  Proper credit and public recognition should be given to those that 
worked so hard to make this possible.   

 

Mr. Moniz shared his concerns regarding the maintenance and upkeep on a project such as this.  Mr. 
Melchert clarified that DPW will oversee the upkeep and water outlets.  Anything major will be contracted 
out.  He shared that City water will be used and the drainage will go to the sewer lines.   

 

Mayor McDaniel thanked Mr. Knight for his contribution to seeing this project come to fruition and investing 
in the youth of our community.   

 

Mr. Juidici stated that the construction for this project will be in phases, the Amphitheatre will start near the 
end of April with completion in the Fall, 2018.  While the road portion of the project will start April 2, 2018 
being completed near November, 2018.  

 

Mr. Tanghe stated that although the projects will be started the ground breaking will take place on May 11, 
2018.   

 

Moved by Knight, Seconded by Moniz. 

RESOLVED:  To approve award of the contract for the Riverside Park Amphitheater Project to 
Warren Contractors and Development, Inc., 14979 Technology Dr., Shelby Township, MI 48315, 
for $970,469.00, along with the Scope of Construction Services cost of $173,600.00 as provided 
by OHM Advisors and the Materials Testing Services estimate for $20,000.00.  Project funding 
is available from the TIFA-A account number 251-735-970.000, Tree Fund account number 242-
447-955.002, and the Auburn Hills Community Foundation. 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz 
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 No:  None 

Resolution No. 18.03.040       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 

 

9d.  Motion - To approve the additional purchase of bulk road salt 

Mr. Brisson shared that the salt inventory is lower than normal but this year has been an exceptional year 
for weather concerns.  He shared that any unused salt will be stored in the salt dome at the DPW station.  

 

Mr. Moniz thanked the DPW for a great season.   

 

Moved by Burmeister, Seconded by Moniz. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the purchase of additional bulk road salt form Detroit Salt, Inc., 12841 
Sanders, Detroit, MI 48217 at a cost of $45,271.00. Funding is provided from Major Streets 202-
452-784.000 and Local Streets 203-453-784.000. 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz 

 No:  None 

Resolution No. 18.03.041       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 

 

10. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL 

Ms. Hammond  

 Thanked Mr. Tanghe for the quick movement of removing the barriers in the downtown area that 
was blocking the flow of traffic.  

 Questioned if there will be concerts in the park this summer.  Mr. Marzolf stated that two concerts 
will be held June, two in July and two in August by the Log Cabin.  

Mr. Knight  

 Suggested a flower box program and would employ a student to clean the flower boxes and change 
the flowers as needed.  

 Shared his concerns with the parking.  He would like to see a 5 year plan that would take care of 
parking concerns in the area.   

 Shared that the Youth Assistance Council will honor 80-90 young people from Avondale Schools 
for positive contributions on Wednesday, March 21, 2018.   

Mr. Burmeister  

 Thanked Mr. Tanghe for the Oakland University meet and greet.   

Mayor McDaniel  

 Thanked staff and Mr. Tanghe for the positive relationships being built with partners in the area.    

 

11. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

12. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Mr. Tanghe 

 Credit goes to the new owners of the building that was at one time Your Source. They were very 
cooperative working with Community Development to remove the parking blocks within 48 hours. 

 Council asked that Mr. Tanghe follow up with Dr. Ciaramitaro after the last City Council meeting.  
The City will try to mitigate his concerns, however the City does have an approve site plan and the 
City will continue to move forward with the plans as they try to work through any unresolved issues.     
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13. ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no objections, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin R. McDaniel, Mayor  Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT A 

 
TAYLOR ROAD CENTERLINE DESCRIPTION 
(Part of Parcel Number: 02-14-11-326-006) 
 
A parcel of land being a part of the West 1/2 of Section 11, Town 3 North, Range 10 East, City of Auburn 
Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, more particularly described as follows: 
 
Commencing at the North 1/4 of Section 10, Town 3 North, Range 10 East, City of Auburn Hills; thence N 
86°53'49" E 1313.94 feet; thence S 02°52'32" E 290.12 feet; thence N 86°53'49" E 657.39 feet; thence S 
55°22'56" E 165.78 feet; thence S 83°36'12" E 531.93 feet; thence N 80°11'22" E 100.53 feet; thence S 
34°30'21" E 2657.12 feet; thence N 89°37'43" W 56.75 feet along the North line of parcel number 02-14-
11-326-006 to the centerline of reconstructed section of Taylor Road, also being the Point of Beginning; 
thence along the reconstructed centerline the following five (5) courses: 1) S 34°37'09" E 759.0 feet, 2) 
142.79 feet along a curve to the right having a radius of 205.0 feet, delta 39°54'35", chord bears S 14°39'52" 
E 139.93 feet, 3) S 05°17'26" W 59.05 feet, 4) 103.20 feet along a curve to the left having a radius of 450.0 
feet, delta 13°08'24", chord bears S 01°16'46" E 102.98 feet, 5) S 07°50'58" E 9.67 feet to a point on the 
North line Opdyke Road, also being the Point of Ending. Subject to all easements and restrictions of record, 
if any. 
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Not Yet Approved 

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 
February 21, 2018 

 
 
 

 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER   
 

Chairman Foster called the meeting to order at 6:02pm 

ROLL CALL  Present:  Carla Withers, Rich Foster, Karen Lewis, Ilene Ingram and Maureen 
Hammond 

   
Also Present: 

 
Elizabeth Brennan, Community Development Executive Assistant 

 
 
Absent: 

 
None 

 
 
Guests: 

 
LaKesia Robinson and Martha Hassan 

 
LOCATION  Council Conference Room, 2nd Floor, City Administration Building 

1827 N. Squirrel Rd., Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

 

 

 

PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD  ‐  None 

 
CORRESPONDENCE –    Beautification Council of Southeastern Michigan (BCSEM) membership renewal 

request.   
  Ms. Ingram moved to approve the 2018 BCSEM Membership Renewal for a fee of $20.  

                                                      Supported by Ms. Withers. 
            Vote:  Yes:  Foster, Withers, Lewis, Ingram, Hammond 
              No:  None 

Motion Carried (5‐0) 
 
 

Beautification Council of Southeastern Michigan and Keep Michigan Beautiful – 
“Combined” Spring Quarterly Meeting Invitation for April 11, 2018 from 10am to 3pm 
at The Gazebo in Warren, Michigan.  *Great American Clean Up – how to energize and 

 

C I T Y  O F  A U B U R N  H I L L S  
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  A G E N D A  
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engage volunteers in the community.  Mr. Foster and Ms. Brennan will attend. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES ‐  Ms. Withers moved to approve the minutes of October 11th as presented.  

                                                     Supported by Ms. Lewis. 
            Vote:  Yes:  Ormsbee, Foster, Withers, Lewis, Ingram 
              No:  None 

Motion Carried (5‐0) 
 
NEW BUSINESS –     

2018 Elections 
 

Election of Chair 
Ms. Lewis nominated Mr. Foster 
Ms. Hammond supported the nomination 
Mr. Foster accepted the nomination 
 
Voted:  Yes:  All 

    No:  None 
 

Motion Carried (5‐0) 
Election of Vice‐Chair 
Ms. Lewis nominated Ms. Ingram 
Ms. Hammond supported the nomination 
Ms. Ingram accepted the nomination 

   
    Voted:  Yes:   All 
    No:   None 

Motion Carried (5‐0) 
 

Election of Secretary 
Ms. Lewis nominated Ms. Withers 
Ms. Ingram supported the nomination 
Ms. Withers accepted the nomination 

   
    Voted:  Yes:   All 
    No:   None 

Motion Carried (5‐0) 
 

By‐Laws Revision and Creation of Mission Statement 

 

In 2017, BAC members were asked to develop a mission statement for the BAC.  In 198??? The BAC was 
formed as an advisory board to the Environmental Review Board and to City Council.  The ERB was 
dissolved years ago due to overlapping efforts of the board with city staff.   Without the ERB, the BAC no 
longer fulfilled its original “advisory” focus and over the years, new projects were pursued that did not 
necessarily fit the original intent of the Commission.  While examining city budgets, City Council asked the 
Commission to re‐define its purpose and mission to determine if funding should continue.   

 

Ms. Hammond explained that the commission must come up with a newly defined mission for the group to 
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move forward.    

 

Ms. Ingram asked if the mission was not clear.  Ms. Hammond said it needed to be clarified.  

 

Ms. Withers shared the draft mission statement she prepared. 

 

“To enhance quality of life by addressing beautification and environmental concerns, to affect positive 
change in attitude and behavior regarding natural conservation, littering, recycling and beautification.” 

 
Ms. Brennan read the current BAC objectives which are posted on the Auburn Hills Website.” 

 
Beautification Advisory Commission (BAC) was established with three objectives in mind: 
1. To restore, preserve and enhance the beauty of the City of Auburn Hills.   
2. To encourage and assist active participation in all activities which pertain to the beautification and 

improvement of the City of Auburn Hills, such as home and community beautification; slum prevention; 
health and safety; fire prevention; civic pride and new development. 

3. To study, discuss and suggest to the City Council anti‐blight and litter and beautification projects, and 
coordinating such projects by enlisting the active support of interested individuals, businesses and 
organizations. 

 

Ms. Ingram said that we provide certain activities and focuses for the city, like the Perennial Exchange and the 
Beautification awards Dinner where we recognize citizens for their efforts.  

 

Mr. Foster asked the group to develop a mission statement and review the bylaws to suggest changes and 
updates at the next meeting. 

 

Keep It Clean Program  

Ms. Brennan reminded the group that the BAC participates in the City’s Keep It Clean program and should 
schedule not less than two cleanup events in 2018.  She proposed a cleanup before the Perennial Exchange in 
May and maybe one in early fall.   

 

The group confirmed Saturday, May 12th from 9:00am to 11:00am as the first Keep‐It‐Clean date of 2018.   

  

Ms. Brennan asked that everyone provide an active, working email address because it will be needed this year. 

 

Budget 
Ms. Brennan confirmed that the BAC budget for 2018 is $9,000.00.  No expenses to date.  

 

Perennial Exchange 

Ms. Ingram asked if we are going to have a raffle at the Perennial Exchange this year.  With a scaled‐back raffle 
last year, BAC members received negative feedback as attendees shared their disappointment that the 
“traditional” raffle did not take place.   Ms. Ingram would like to see a smaller raffle if we have one at all.  
Nobody leaves the exchange empty handed and she thinks the gift bags at the door suffice for giveaways.  The 
board agreed.    It puts the focus back on the plants and the master‐lever gardener that was always there to 
answer questions.   
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Ms. Ingram moved to eliminate the Perennial Exchange raffle in 2018 and instead focus on gift‐bags upon 
registration, a master gardener and refreshments.  
 
Vote:  Yes:  Foster, Withers, Lewis, Ingram, Hammond 
    No:  None 

Motion Carried (5‐0) 

 

Ms. Ingram suggested that the money saved by forfeiting the Perennial Exchange gift raffle should be used for 
the Beautification Awards Dinner.  The people attending the Beautification Awards Dinner are residents.  She 
believes the money should be spent on our residents.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Tree Lighting Ceremony 

Mr. Foster said that a large percentage of the light‐up rings distributed at the Tree Lighting Ceremony did not 
work.  It could have been caused by the cold weather.  Ms. Hammond noticed a vendor selling light‐up 
necklaces.   

 
OPEN DISCUSSION  
 

Ms. Hammond told the group that she is serving on a new committee which working on a new ordinance which 
has to do with rental housing and associated blight issues.  They may need guidance on blight issues and it may 
fall to this committee to assist in that process.  They may need a group to make recommendations/judgement 
calls.    

 

Ms.  Robinson asked why the homeowners would not go directly to the City.  If they don’t like the opinion of the 
BAC, they would go to the City anyway.  Ms. Hammond explained that the BAC is already established to deal 
with blight issues and would have to make a recommendation to council based on a specific set of criteria.  
Council would review that opinion as they would from the Planning Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals.   
The commission members expressed concern about their qualifications to make such decisions.   

 

Mr. Foster proposed the idea of bringing a master gardener to the Community Center or Library, to give a short 
presentation allowing time for a question and answer session.  This could be held in the late afternoon or early 
evening.  The group was very receptive to the idea and it will be discussed at the next meeting.  

 
Confirm Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for April 18th at 6:00pm. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35pm 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Elizabeth Brennan 
BAC City Staff Liaison  
City of Auburn Hills  
Community Development  
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“Not Yet Approved" 
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

March 6, 2018 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Hassett called the meeting to order at 4:01 PM.  

 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Dolly, Hassett, Kneffel, Molnar, Price, Roberts, Thornton, Waltenspiel (4:42 PM) 
   Absent: Goodhall 
   Also Present: Samantha Seimer, Director of Authorities; Steve Cohen, Director of Community 

Development, Tim Juidici, OHM Advisors; Ron Melchert, DPW Director; Aaron 
Stahly, Deputy DPW Director; Eric King, Manager of Municipal Properties; Brian 
Marzolf, Parks and Recreation Director 

   Guests:  None. 
 
LOCATION: City Hall Administrative Conference Room, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan  48326 
 
 
PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD 
None. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND PRESENTATIONS 

A. Introduction of Deputy DPW Director Aaron Stahly 
Ms. Seimer introduced Mr. Aaron Stahly to the TIFA Board.  She mentioned that he will be the new Deputy Director of the 
Department of Public Works and it was his second day at Auburn Hills.  Mr. Stahly introduced himself mentioning that eh 
comes to Michigan from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.  He thanked the TIFA Board for allowing him to join this evening.  He stated 
that he is looking forward to joining the Auburn Hills team and excited to work on projects with the TIFA Board.  The TIFA 
Board welcomed him.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. Regular Meeting Minutes – February 13, 2018 
There was no additional discussion about the meeting minutes. 
 
Moved by Mr. Molnar to approve the Regular TIFA Minutes from February 13, 2018 as presented. 
Supported by Ms. Price. 
 
Yes:   Dolly, Hassett, Kneffel, Molnar, Price, Roberts, Thornton 
No: none    
            Motion carried 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

A. Period ending February 28, 2018 
Ms. Seimer presented the financial report for period ending February 28, 2018.  She reviewed the investment accounts 
stating that district A has $1.2 million invested between pooling, Cutwater and MiClass, District B has $7.82 million invested 
with Cutwater and District D has $1.28 million invested with cutwater.  She added that in the emailed packet an investment 
report was included based on discussions at the February 13 TIFA Meeting.  She stated that our investment consultant 
attends city council meetings for an investment review presentation each quarter.   
 
TIF A has received 21% of its budgeted property tax revenue and utilized 16% of its costs.  The major increase over the 
last month is due to the purchase of 27 S. Squirrel.  TIF B has received 17% of its budgeted property tax revenue and 
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experienced extremely minimal expenditures of only .45% of what has been budgeted.  Ms. Seimer added that expenditures 
will increase dramatically as expenses begin for Opdyke Road.  TIF D has no budgeted property tax revenue due to the 
loss of personal property tax.  Over the last month 6% of budgeted expenditures have been utilized, majority of these 
expenditures have been for utilities and administrative charges.  
 
There was no additional discussion about the financial report. 
 
 TIFA 85-A $ 27,534,351  Available Cash (TIF-A)   $ 2,677,360 
 TIFA 85-B $ 18,407,083  Available Cash (TIF-B)   $ 9,524,454 
 TIFA 86-D $ 28,061,776  Available Cash (TIF-D)   $ 2,225,283 
    $ 74012,210          $ 14,427,097 
 
Moved by Ms. Price to approve the Financial Report of February 28, 2018 as submitted. 
Supported by Ms. Roberts. 
 
Yes:   Goodhall, Hassett, Kneffel, Molnar, Price, Roberts, Thornton 
No: none    
            Motion carried  
 
OLD BUSINESS  

A. Municipal Parking Structure Surface Maintenance Bid Award 
Mr. King Reviewed a memo dated March 1, 2018 for municipal parking structure surface maintenance. He reviewed that in 
the spring of 2016, DPW began receiving complaints about water leaking through the upper floor of the parking structure. 
Upon inspection of the structure and consultation with OHM Advisors, it was determined that joint and surface maintenance 
was in order. 
 
Ram Construction Services was contracted to perform tee joint, wash joint, cove and random crack seal replacement. The 
maintenance performed corrected the leak issues. RAM Construction Services inspected the remaining three floors and 
recommended the same corrective measures on all three. Staff budgeted $25,000.00 per year over the next three years 
(2017-2019) for the prescribed maintenance to be completed one floor per year. 
 
An invitation to bid was submitted through the Michigan Inter-governmental Trade Network (MITN) where 319 vendors 
received the invitation. On Wednesday, September 20, 2017, five vendors attended a mandatory pre-bid meeting held at 
3381 Primary Road. On Friday, September 29, 2017, a public bid opening was conducted in the City Clerk’s office to 
consider bids. BNE Services was the low bidder at $22,287.00. When presented to the TIFA Board of Directors at the 
October 10, 2017 meeting, it was decided to forgo the bid-award for 2017 and re-bid in 2018 to include all three remaining 
floors. 
 
On Wednesday, February 14, 2018, an invitation to bid was submitted through MITN where 335 vendors received the 
invitation. On Wednesday, February 21, 2018, six vendors attended a mandatory pre-bid meeting held at 3381 Primary. On 
Wednesday, February 28, 2018, a public bid opening was conducted in the City Clerk’s office to consider bids. RAM 
Construction Services was the low bidder. Mr. King added that RAM Construction Services is a reputable local company 
with more than 100 years of experience in similar construction projects and have completed numerous projects in the region 
including the previous project mentioned above for the City of Auburn Hills. The results are below for your review. 
 
Staff recommends award of the Municipal Parking Structure Surface Maintenance Contract to RAM Construction Services. 
There is adequate funding available for this project in the approved 2018 TIFA A Budget. 
 
Mr. Molnar asked if bidding the whole project instead of floor by floor allowed for some cost savings.  Mr. King concurred 
stating that completing the whole project and not just each floor separately did indeed have some cost savings to the TIFA 
Board.  Mr. King added that the project would take about a week per floor and staff would work with the property manager 
to be sure everyone is notified properly.   
 
Moved by Mr. Kneffel to approve the Municipal Parking Structure Surface maintenance contract to RAM 
Construction Services, 13800 Eckles Rd. Livonia, MI 48150, to be paid from TIFA A Building Maintenance account 
number 251-735-931-000 in the amount of $74,624.00. 
Supported by Ms. Thornton. 
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Yes:   Goodhall, Hassett, Kneffel, Molnar, Price, Roberts, Thornton 
No: none    
            Motion carried 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Riverside Park Amphitheater Project 
Mr. Melchert reviewed that the idea of an Amphitheater, water play area and plaza in Riverside Park has been considered 
for many years. Due to rigorous fund raising from the AH Foundation and cooperation from the TIFA Board of Directors, 
this dream has become a reality. Many variations of design were considered and the current design was agreed upon by 
the project team. The project scope consists of constructing a new amphitheater, water play area, and plaza in Riverside 
Park on Squirrel Court.  
 
Ms. Juidici reviewed the plans and picture renderings of the project as Ms. Seimer displayed them on the screen for the 
Board to see. 
 
Mr. Melchert added On February 16, 2018, a public bid opening was conducted in the City Clerk’s office to consider bids 
for the above mentioned project. A total of seven bids were received.  Warren Contractors and Development, Inc., 14979 
Technology Dr., Shelby Charter Township, MI 48315, was the low bidder for this project. He added that they have over 24 
years of experience in similar construction and have completed many other projects throughout the region, including some 
for the City of Auburn Hills.  
 
Mr. Melchert reviewed the three funding sources of the project and stated that the cost of the project and associated funding 
sources does not include any contingency.  However in addition to the funding sources, there is an opportunity for 
contingency available in the River Bank Stabilization (Boat Launch) project of $170,000.00. Therefore, if the Amphitheater 
project construction experiences some unforeseen cost overruns, we can draw from that funding source if the TIFA Board 
approves. There are also opportunities for savings with DPW in-house staff performing parts of the project to include, hillside 
tree removals and electrical and lighting construction associated with the Amphitheater. 
 
Mr. Melchert added that staff recommends award of the Riverside Park Amphitheater Project contract to Warren Contractors 
and Development, Inc. There is funding available for this project in the approved 2018 TIFA A Budget, Land and 
Improvements. 
 
Mr. Molnar confirmed that this project is something that is important to both the TIFA Board and City Council.  Mr. Cohen 
added that it is very important to City Council, noting that the Mayor mentioned it in his state of the community address in 
January. 
 
 
Moved by Mr. Molnar to recommend to City Council approval of the Riverside Park Amphitheater Project contract 
to Warren Contractors and Development, Inc., 14979 Technology Dr., Shelby Charter Township, MI 48315, for 
$970,469.00, along with the Scope of Construction Services cost of $173,600.00 as provided by OHM Advisors and 
the Materials Testing Services estimate for $20,000.00. Also, approve the TIFA – A funding portion for the Riverside 
Park Amphitheater Project construction in the amount of $500,000.00 to be paid from account number 251-735-
970.000. 
Supported by Ms. Thornton. 
 
Yes:   Goodhall, Hassett, Kneffel, Molnar, Price, Roberts, Thornton 
No: none    
            Motion carried 
 

B. Auburn Road Reconstruction 
Mr. Melchert and Mr. Juidici presented a memo for the improvements to the Downtown portion of Auburn Road. Mr. Melchert 
described that the improvements include water main replacement, road pavement resurfacing, curb bump outs to better 
identify on street parking, and tree planter box rehabilitation. The project also includes reconstruction of N. Squirrel Road 
from Auburn Road to the traffic circle which will be replaced by a round-a-bout. S. Squirrel Road from Auburn Road to 
Primary Road will be will include water main replacement as well as road resurfacing. The project construction will coincide 
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with the Riverside Park Amphitheater Project.  Mr. Juidici reviewed configurations for construction as well as the anticipated 
phasing.  
 
It was stated that on February 16, 2018 a public bid opening was conducted in the City Clerk’s office, to consider bids for 
the above mentioned project. A total of six bids were received.  Pamar Enterprises, Inc., New Haven, MI, was the low bidder 
for this project. They have over 40 years of experience in similar construction and have completed many other projects 
throughout the region, including some for the City of Auburn Hills. Staff recommended award of this contract to Pamar 
Enterprises, Inc. 
 
Mr. Melchert reviewed the variety of funding sources for this project.  He stated that there are currently three TIFA accounts 
with funding for the project.  He recommended combining the monies available into TIFA Account 251-735-935.000 for a 
total of $273,000.  Contingency is available in the Major Roads general maintenance line item.   
 
The Board commented that they were unaware the City had bonded for upcoming construction projects.  Ms. Seimer stated 
that the bonds were bought and sold back in the fall.  These were done during a series of City Council meetings and Public 
Hearings.  Three million of the bond is for the Auburn Road project.  Board members were concerned that voting for this 
project was voting for an increase in taxes.  Staff stated that the bond does not equate to a tax increase.  It was mentioned 
that the general fund balance is declining and a tax increase in the future is not out of the question, but reassured the board 
that any tax increases would go before the public for a full vote per the City’s Charter.  Mr. Waltenspiel added that it is the 
responsibility of the TIFA is approving the budgeted amount of $273,000 and recommending the project to Council, the 
bonding was a separate decision made by Council.   
 
Moved by Ms. Price to recommend to City Council approval of the 2018 Downtown Road and Watermain 
Rehabilitation Project contract to Pamar Enterprises, Inc., New Haven, MI, for $3,603,533.00, along with the Scope 
of Construction Services cost of $387,900.00 as provided by OHM Advisors and the Materials Testing Services 
estimate for $85,000.00. Also, approve the TIFA A funding portion for the 2018 Downtown Road and Watermain 
Rehabilitation construction in the amount of $273,000.00 to be paid from account number 251-735-935.000. 
Supported by Dr. Dolly. 
 
Yes:   Goodhall, Hassett, Kneffel, Molnar, Price, Roberts, Thornton, Waltenspiel 
No: none    
            Motion carried  
 

C. Downtown Promotion Sweepstakes 
Ms. Seimer introduced the topic of promotional downtown sweepstakes to encourage and promote foot traffic throughout 
the downtown through the construction season.  Chairman Hassett spoke to the different things the sweepstakes could 
potentially giveaway from money, to a vacation or a 12 month lease on a car.  Ms. Seimer stated that the City’s insurance 
agent warned against a lease on a car due to the difficulty to release the TIFA from liability should anything happen.  Mr. 
Kneffel stated that he has some prior knowledge of sweepstakes and would be willing to assist on the project.  The Board 
was tasked with generating ideas to discuss for the April meeting.   
                No motion required 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
None. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING  
The next regularly scheduled TIFA Board of Directors meeting is Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at 4:00 PM at Auburn Hills City 
Hall Administrative Conference Room 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no objections, the TIFA Board of Directors meeting adjourned at 5:27PM. 
            
Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Goodhall         Samantha Seimer  

Secretary of the Board                Executive Director 
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CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Ouellette called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present:  Beidoun, Hitchcock, Mendieta, Moniz, Ochs, Ouellette, Pederson, Pierce  
     Absent:   Shearer  
     Also Present:   Director of Community Development Steven Cohen, City Planner Shawn Keenan,  

 Recreation Director Brian Marzolf, DPW Deputy Director Aaron Stahly, City Consulting 
Engineer Timothy Juidici  

 Guests:   4 
 

LOCATION:  Robert W. Grusnick Public Safety Building, 1899 N. Squirrel Roads, Auburn Hills, MI  48326 
 
3. PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD:   
 
3a.  Recognition of Mr. Keenan’s promotion to City Planner (7:06 p.m.) 
 Mr. Cohen and Mr. Ouellette formally recognized Mr. Keenan’s recent promotion from Assistant City Planner to 

City Planner.  Cake and ice cream was served to celebrate the accomplishment. 
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4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 14, 2018 
 
Moved by Mr. Beidoun to approve the minutes of February 14, 2018. 
Supported by Mr. Pierce 
 
VOTE: Yes:   All 
  No:   None         Motion Carried (8-0) 
5. PETITIONERS:  None 
 
6. SPECIAL PLANNING PROJECTS 
 
6a.  Recess as Planning Commission – Convene as Recreation Commission (7:25 p.m.) 
 
Moved by Mr. Pierce to recess as Planning Commission and convene as Recreation Commission. 
Supported by Mr. Hitchcock.  
VOTE: Yes: All  
 No: None  Motion Carried (8-0) 
          

6b. Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant application (7:25 p.m.) 
 Public Hearing/Motion – Approval to submit the proposed Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant 

application for Kayak Point Park. 
 
Mr. Marzolf presented the concept plan for Kayak Point Park for which the City is seeking a grant to construct.  The 
property is vacant and located at 2041 Auburn Road.  It is the former site of the Country Kitchen that the City took 
ownership of in 2017.  The site is eight acres and has over 800 feet of river frontage on both sides of the Clinton River 
that flows in a southeasterly direction across the site.   
 
Mr. Marzolf explained that in the fall of 2017, a City Council workshop was held where the “Green Team” led by City 
Manager Tom Tanghe presented some alternatives to the Council for the redevelopment and improvement of this 
property.  After careful consideration and much discussion, it was agreed that a passive park with river access would 
be the highest and best use for this property.  A city park in this location with river access is consistent with the goals 
set forth in the 2009 City of Auburn Hills Riverwalk Master Plan as well as the 2014-2018 Parks & Recreation Master 
Plan. This type of park development also meets the goals of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), 
the Trust Fund grant program, the Michigan Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), Southeast 
Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG)’s - Green Infrastructure Vision for Southeast Michigan, Partnering for 
Prosperity: Economic Development Strategy for Southeast Michigan, the Water Resources Plan for Southeast 
Michigan, and the Clinton River Watershed Council Water Towns program.   
Mr. Marzolf indicated that the project has the full support of DNR Fisheries, SEMCOG, Oakland County Economic & 
Planning, the Clinton River Watershed Council, the City of Rochester Hills, local businesses, and nearby property 
owners. 
 
Mr. Marzolf noted the development of the Clinton River as a recreational resource has been a top and long-standing 
goal of the City for many years, which is evident as we currently own and operate three popular parks along the banks 
of the Clinton River, which include Riverside Park, River Woods Park and the Skate Park.   
 
Mr. Marzolf explained in preparation for this project, that includes a new kayak/canoe launch point, the city’s DPW staff 
will coordinate our river maintenance with a local contractor to clean out and prepare a new two mile section of the 
Clinton River.  These clean-up efforts, combined with this grant application for assistance with funding this park 
development project, will improve river conditions for the better for both fishing and paddling access in Auburn Hills.  
We believe the development of the Auburn Hills section, of the developing Clinton River “Water Trail”, will be very 
popular. 
 
Mr. Marzolf highlighted the features in the park’s concept plan that was developed by city staff and the City’s 
engineering consultants from OHM Advisors.  This concept plan depicts the new park in an amount of detail necessary 
to gain a clear understanding of what is being proposed, and includes an estimated amount of associated costs based 
on the plan. The main elements include:  
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 A new access point to the river 
 A kayak and canoe launch 
 Riverfront/access for fishing  
 Wildlife/river viewing areas  
 Pathways and nature trails 

 Entrance drive for vehicles from Auburn Road 
 Picnic shelter with seating  
 River wayfinding and safety signage 
 LED and solar site lighting 
 Landscaping with native plants/grasses, rock 

 
Mr. Marzolf stated the grant application that is included in the commission’s packet must be approved and supported 
by Planning/Recreation Commission and the City Council prior to submittal by the April 1, 2018 deadline.  In a very 
competitive state-wide process, the MDNR Trust Fund Board will make their recommendations for funding to the 
legislature at the end of 2018.  If successful, the City would eventually enter into a project agreement with the DNR for 
the development of this project in 2019-20.   
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated the amount the City is requesting is $199,600, with a city matching amount of $70,200 ($60,000 
cash/$10,200) of In-Kind match (26%) for a total estimated project cost of $269,682.  When this park project gets 
developed in 2019-20, the City should anticipate additional costs of approximately $40,000+/- for engineering services 
related to the creation of an official site plan, bid documents and actual construction engineering services.   
 
Ms. Pederson asked if seven parking spaces are enough to handle the anticipated amount of park uses and if there 
are any takeout points downstream. 
 
Mr. Marzolf explained that in addition to takeout points at Riverside and River Woods park there are takeout points 
further downstream in Rochester Hills, Rochester, Shelby Township Utica and Sterling Heights.  He also explained that 
kayakers will often leave a vehicle at the takeout point and share a ride with their kayaking partner to the launch point, 
thereby providing a way back to the vehicle parked at the launch site. 
 
Mr. Mendieta inquired about the type of vegetation that would be planted at the site and if there were any types of 
grants available to help cover the cost of the plantings.  
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that staff will explore additional funding opportunities that may be available to help supplement 
the costs associated with the landscape plantings.  
 
Mr. Mendieta asked if the parking lot and pathways will be made with an impervious material. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that the pathways and parking lot are intended to be asphalt as recommended by the City’s 
engineers to assure the pathways and parking lot remain in place and in good condition after a flood event.  It is 
believed that any natural material would wash away during a flood. The runoff from the parking lot will be directed 
towards one of the two rain gardens on the site to help clean and infiltrate any stormwater runoff.   

Mr. Mendieta asked if there were any concerns about the waste water treatment plant just upstream of the site. 
 
Mr. Keenan stated that the operation of the waste water treatment plant has improved dramatically since the County 
took over its operation.  There are no concerns. 
 
Mr. Moniz asked if there would be enough parking on the site or will potential users park on Hillfield, if ever a large 
event like Paddlepalooza were to take place at the site. 
 
Mr. Marzolf thought it was best to start off with the seven parking spaces and measure the parks usage.  If it is 
determined in the future that more onsite parking is needed, we can add more spaces around the perimeter of the 
circle drive or provide temporary parking on the site during a large event.   
 
Mr. Moniz asked if there are any current plans to develop the parcel of land the City owns at the corner of Hillfield and 
Auburn Road. 
 
Mr. Marzolf stated that the proposed plan does not call for the City’s parcel on Hillfield to be utilized for parking. 
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if the site will be handicap accessible. 
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Mr. Marzolf indicated that the site is designed to meet the handicap accessible requirements, which includes getting a 
person from the parking lot to the launch point.  He indicated that there are no federal guidelines on getting an 
individual from launch point into the water.  However, it is believed that the proposed design will provide adequate 
access for persons with a handicap.  The City sought some guidance from the owner of Clinton River Canoe and 
Kayak Rental who has a customer that is a paraplegic.  We were informed that that person would be able to access 
the river with the type of access included in the plan.   
 
Mr. Marzolf also mentioned the importance of having at least two people in two separate water craft when out on the 
water.  Two people in the same canoe or kayak would count as one.  There should always be two or more people 
available to provide assistance to one another.  There will be water safety and wayfinding signage at the site near 
launch area.  The proposed signage will complement the river marker signs the city had installed along the river to help 
paddlers better identify their location in case of an emergency.  Emergency personnel will know where each numbered 
sign is located.  Each community has a different color sign to help distinguish what community they are in.      
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if the lockers identified in the plans are the type made to secure kayaks. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that the lockers are designed to secure a kayak or canoe for a short amount of time. 
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if there will be any bike racks at the site. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that there is not a bike rack identified on the concept plan but one could be installed in the future.  
 
Mr. Beidoun asked if the park will be open 24 hours a day seven days a week. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated the park will be open only during the day, from dawn to dusk, like all the other parks. 
 
Mr. Beidoun asked if there were plans to install a gate to close off the drive entrance to the park. 
 
Mr. Marzolf stated that there are no plans for a gate.  He mentioned that there will be three solar power LED lights at 
the park with one located at the entrance to help the visibility into the park.  
 
Mr. Beidoun inquired if the park will be open during the winter. 

Mr. Marzolf stated that a decision has not yet been made on how or if the entrance drive will be closed off during the 
winter. 
 
Mr. Ouellette asked how deep the river was at the site. 
 
Mr. Keenan indicated that the river level fluctuates throughout the year and that the river can drop as low as one foot 
during the summer months, when the water is held back to raise the water levels of the lake upstream. 
 
Ms. Pederson asked how anglers will access the river. 
 
Mr. Keenan indicated that anglers, wearing waders, would be able to gain access to the river by utilizing the launch 
area.  They would also be able to fish from the river bank at the launch point and each of the two viewing areas. 
 
Ms. Pederson asked if the river was safe enough to use inflatables or a rubber raft. 
 
Mr. Marzolf said it could be possible but they might not be as practical as a more sturdy craft. 
 
Ms. Pederson asked if the river is suited for larger craft like a canoe so families with kids can enjoy the river together. 
 
Mr. Keenan stated that the river can support a canoe when the river level is high enough. 
 
Ms. Pederson asked how long the typical kayak season is. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated the typical season would last from March to November and is dependent upon the river’s water 
level.  He noted that the experienced kayakers like to go out after a rain event when the river is higher and faster.  



Auburn Hills Planning Commission / Recreation Commission  
March 14, 2018 
Page 5 of 8 
 
However, each user’s ability to paddle down the river would be based on their experience and the condition of the 
river.   
 
Mr. Keenan provided a brief summary about the impact of the 21 lake level control structures, located upstream, have 
on the river level. 
 
Mr. Ouellette opened the Public Hearing at 7:54 p.m. 
 
Mr. Haverstick of 25 Hillfield Road spoke in favor of the proposed Kayak Point Park and mentioned that he fully 
supports the City’s plan. 
 
Hearing no further comments, Mr. Ouellette closed the Public Hearing at 7:55 p.m.  
 
Moved by Mr. Pierce to recommend to City Council approval of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Trust Fund grant application as presented for submittal by April 1, 2018. 
Supported by Mr. Moniz. 
 
VOTE:  Yes: Beidoun, Hitchcock, Mendieta, Moniz, Ochs, Ouellette, Pederson, Pierce  
 No:  None  Motion Carried (8-0) 
       
6c.  Recess as Recreation Commission – Convene as the Planning Commission (7:56 p.m.) 
 
Moved by Mr. Pierce to recess as Planning Commission and convene as Recreation Commission. 
Supported by Mr. Mendieta.  
VOTE: Yes: All  
 No: None  Motion Carried (8-0)  
 
7.  OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
8.  NEW BUSINESS   
 
8a. City of Auburn Hills Amphitheater and Splash Pad – Riverside Park (7:57 p.m.) 
 Presentation and overview of project. 
 
Mr. Marzolf provided an overview of the amphitheater project beginning with the history of the City’s desire and plan to 
have an amphitheater in the City’s Downtown, since 1993.  The plans for the amphitheater were further refined in 2009 
in the Riverwalk Master Plan with the final location situated in Riverside Park.  The City’s long standing commitment 
will come to fruition this summer when construction of the amphitheater and splash pad will begin.  
 
Mr. Juidici provided details of the plan beginning with the general location of the amphitheater which will be located in 
Riverside Park, just north of the existing play scape.  OHM first began working the plans in 2010.  The first element of 
the plan was implemented as part of the Squirrel Court streetscape improvements that were completed about four 
years ago.  That project included the installment of a drop-off area along Squirrel Court right in front of the proposed 
plaza.  
 
The existing hill side, south of the stairs will be utilized for the tiered seating, utilizing the natural slope of the hill side. 
There is about a 10 foot elevation difference between the sidewalk along squirrel court and the dance floor in front of 
the stage.  The tiered seating area will have seat walls with a 17 inch wide grass area that will be irrigated.  The design 
allows for a number of seating arrangements and also includes improvements for ADA accessibility to the bottom level 
and mid-level seating areas.  
 
The plans also include a plaza that overlooks the amphitheater and can be utilized for a number of events like a 
farmers market, the car show or other similar events.  The stairs from the plaza lead down to the splash pad area. 
 
The splash pad area is about 40’x40’ and is designed to be handicap accessible.  The design of the area includes a 
number of planting beds for shrubs and flowers as well as areas for the planting of canopy trees, to provide some 
shade.   
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The stage will be elevated about 18 inches above the dance floor and include a ramp in the back leading up to the 
main floor of the stage.  The maximum seating capacity of the tiered seating area when fully utilized is estimated at 
approximately 400 people.  
 
The stage canopy structure is made of wood to provide a rustic look. Additional elements will be added to the structure 
to give it a more Auburn Hills flare.  A half wall will be provided across the back made of similar stone used for the 
planter boxes along the road.  The bottom of the pillars will also be wrapped in stone.    
Ms. Pederson asked if there is a need to have a guard rail along the edge of the stage. 
 
Mr. Juidici stated that the height of the stage is about 24 inches which is low enough that a guard rail would not be 
required.   
 
Mr. Juidici provided information about the splash pad.  The water features will be activated by a foot peddle.  The City 
will have the ability to determine the duration in which the water will stay activated as well as the time it would operate.  
The fountain will be hooked up to the City’s municipal water source.  The splash pad area will drain to an underground 
system to the existing pond in the park. 
 
Mr. Hitchcock asked if there was any consideration of incorporating a first aid station near the splash pad.  
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that there are no plans for a first aid station since there has not been a need for one at the skate 
park.  There are two types of surfaces the City is considering for the splash pad.  The first is a poured in place rubber, 
that may be a little softer, and the second is brushed concrete.  The City will be discussing the costs of each surface 
with the contractor to determine the actual cost of each surface type. 
 
Mr. Hitchcock stated that the poured rubber surface is a nice surface. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that the poured rubber surface is preferred by the City. 

Mr. Mendieta asked about the construction time frame. 
 
Mr. Juidici stated the tentative schedule is to begin construction in April or early May with completion taking place 
sometime in the fall.  Some landscape plantings may occur in the spring of 2019.  The hope would be to have an 
inaugural concert sometime this fall.  The official ground breaking is scheduled for the afternoon of May 11th. 
  
Mr. Beidoun asked if there will be any additional restrooms. 
 
Mr. Juidici stated that the plans do not call for any additional restrooms but did indicate that during any large event the 
City could bring in some additional portable rest stations to handle the larger crowds. 
 
Mr. Mendieta asked about the existing pond. 
 
Mr. Juidici explained the existing pond will be expanded and converted into a rain garden to help filter the water going 
into it.  
 
Mr. Mendieta asked if there are any plans to repair the riverbank near the fishing dock. 
 
Mr. Juidici indicated that the TIFA board is providing funds to make improvements to the river bank and fishing dock. 
 
Mr. Ouellette asked how the splash pad area would be cleaned. 
 
Mr. Juidici indicated the surface would be cleaned similar to how one would clean a deck or patio. 
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if acoustics were taken into consideration in the design of the amphitheater.  
 
Mr. Juidici explained that the music would be amplified with portable speakers that would be directed toward the 
seating area.   Mr. Marzolf stated it would be similar to how the music is projected during the concerts in the park.  
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if the seating area is large enough to accommodate commencements for Avondale High School. 
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Mr. Marzolf indicated that the space would be too small for a school like Avondale High School but it might be able to 
accommodate a smaller school.  
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if any additional bike racks were going to be installed as part of the project. 
 
Mr. Juidici indicated that there wasn’t a line item in the budget for the installation of a bike rack.  He mentioned that a 
bike rack could easily be added at a later date. 
 
Mr. Ouellette moved up agenda item 9a, the general overview of the road construction project on Auburn Road in 
Downtown. 
 
Mr. Juidici gave an overview of the construction projects that will be occurring in Downtown this year.  It is anticipated 
that construction will begin in in April.  The work will take place on Auburn Road between the river and Cherryland 
Road, on the portion of North Squirrel Road by the clock tower intersection.  The clock tower intersection will be 
converted into more of a roundabout and designed to accommodate a connection to the future extension of Parkway 
Boulevard.     
 
Mr. Juidici explained that the curb and gutter along Auburn Road will be removed and realigned to better align drive 
lanes and on-street parking stalls.  The curbed islands will be extended out to make the crosswalks shorter and safer 
for pedestrians.  Sidewalk ramps will be updated to current ADA accessibility standards.  The planter boxes will be 
repaired and updated with new trees and new color changing LED lighting will be added.  The new road surface will be 
asphalt which will make the striping for the parking spaces and drive lanes more visible.  The waterline under Auburn 
Road will also be replaced and upsized as well as a small section along South Squirrel Road.   
 
Mr. Juidici indicated the timeframe for construction is anticipated to last from April to November.  The plan is to always 
maintain at least one lane of traffic along Auburn Road.  The City is developing a comprehensive public information 
campaign to inform the businesses and public about the project and project updates.  A public meeting is scheduled 
with the downtown merchants on March 27th.   All the sidewalks will be open since all the work will be taking place 
within the confines of the road. 
 
Mr. Beidoun asked if there will be any construction taking place during the weekend.   
 
Mr. Juidici explained that the contract allows construction to take place Monday through Saturday, with Saturday being 
used more as a make-up day.  Construction is not allowed on Sundays without the City’s permission. 
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if the new roundabout is designed with one or two lanes. 
 
Mr. Juidici indicated that there will be one lane around the circle with a second lane dedicated right turn lane for 
southbound traffic to Squirrel Court. 
 
8b. Master Land Use Plan (8:55 p.m.) 
 Motion - Support the Draft Amendment to the Master Land Use Plan in Concept and Forward to the City Council 

Requesting Permission to Distribute Per State Law. 
 
Mr. Keenan presented the draft amendments made to the City’s Master Land Use Plan to the Commission.  He 
explained that many of the amendments in the plan reflect the amendments that were made to neighborhood master 
plans, dating back to 2012.   
 
Mr. Keenan noted that it was the consensus of the Planning Commission, during their October 11, 2017 meeting, to 
amend the existing 2009 Master Land Use Plan and brochure format while keeping a focus on conducting 
neighborhood or subarea planning studies.  He explained the revisions within the draft plan reflect the changes 
discussed during the October meeting.     
 
Mr. Keenan noted the primary editorial changes to the map include: 
1. Adding the changes to the land use map relating to the Auburn Hills DPW Facility and Oakland County Animal 

Control Shelter Property (2017), Northeast Corner Neighborhood Plan (2015/2016), and West Auburn Road 
Neighborhood Master Plan (2012) amendments. 
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2. Adding the Riverwalk Master Plan (2009), Age-Friendly Action Plan (2015), Industrial Property Analysis (2015), 

West Auburn Road Neighborhood Master Plan (2012), and the Palace of Auburn Hills Site Redevelopment Study 
(2017) to the list of plans on the document. 

3. Re-writing the general description of the community, updating the land use calculations, and updating the list of 
public officials.  

4. Clarifying in the interpretation section of the master plan that residential uses may be allowed within the non-
residential land use classification via Planned Unit Development Option (e.g. Five Points of Auburn Hills 
Apartments project).  

5. Removing the Clinton River District call-out map and Commonwealth Neighborhood call-out map.  
6. Amending the planned housing density for open-space developments within areas identified in the Northeast 

Corner Neighborhood Master Plan from 2.5 units per acre to 3.0 units per acre. 
 
Mr. Keenan noted the primary new changes include: 
1. Changing Oakland Community College’s property from Public to Non-Residential. 
2. Amending the planned housing density for the parcel located on the north side of Squirrel Court, between the 

former Yoursource building and Riverside Park, from 10.0 units per acre to 15.0 units per acre to reflect the density 
of the recently approved Riverside Townes PUD. 

 
Moved by Mr. Mendieta to support the draft amendments to the Master Land Use Plan and brochure in 
concept and forward it to the City Council requesting permission to distribute per State law. 
Supported by Mr. Pierce. 
 
VOTE:  Yes: Beidoun, Hitchcock, Mendieta, Moniz, Ochs, Ouellette, Pederson, Pierce  
 No:  None  Motion Carried (8-0) 
 
 
8c. Motion – To cancel the April 11, 2018 Regular Planning Commission meeting. 
 
Moved by Mr. Beidoun to cancel the April 11, 2018 scheduled Planning Commission Meeting. 
Supported by Ms. Pederson. 
 
VOTE:  Yes: All  
 No:  None  Motion Carried (8-0) 
 
 
9.  COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Mr. Aaron Stahly, Deputy Director of DPW introduced himself to the Planning Commission and provided them with a 
brief summary of his background working in the public sector.  He mentioned that he is very interested in the 
developments that had been approved by the City as well as the plans for the City’s amphitheater and proposed Kayak 
Point Park.  He indicated that he looks forward working with Community Development Staff, Planning Commission, 
and City Council in preparation of its continued growth.    
 
Mr. Moniz provided the Planning Commission with a brief summery on what occurred at City Council’s February 26, 

2018 meeting, as it relates to Midwest Innovation Lofts, Sumerlyn Condominiums, Riverside Townes, and Matrix 
Engineered Systems.  He stated that all four projects were approved by City Council. 
 
10.  NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING – Wednesday, May 9, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. the City Council Chamber  
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: 
Shawn Keenan, AICP 
City Planner 



 

 

C I T Y  O F  A U B U R N  H I L L S  
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  A G E N D A  

M E E T I N G  D A T E :  M A R C H  2 6 ,  2 0 1 8  A G E N D A  I T E M  N O .   7 B .  
    C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager, Steven J. Cohen, Director of Community Development, and Shawn 
Keenan, City Planner  

Submitted: March 20, 2018  

Subject: Resolution – Authorizing the City Manager to request reimbursement of eligible mosquito control activity 
under Oakland County’s West Nile Virus Fund Program. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
Oakland County has approved the extension of the West Nile Virus Fund for Fiscal Year 2018 and will maintain the 
distribution formula and process for reimbursement of the past ten years.  In order to obtain reimbursement from the West 
Nile Virus Fund, for eligible expenses, the City will need to submit the following information to the Oakland County Fiscal 
Services Division: 
 

1. Project expenses reimbursement request which state the project purpose and scope, estimated or actual costs, 
including any support detail, to insure compliance with County approved policies for the West Nile Virus Fund and 
is otherwise authorized by law; 

2. A resolution authorizing the reimbursement request adopted by the City Council; and 
3. Documentation of actual cost borne by the City in conjunction with the project plan once work is complete 

 
The enclosed West Nile Virus Report includes the City’s plan to combat the West Nile Virus as well as an estimated cost 
for the program.  The City began its West Nile Virus Control Program, which was presented to and endorsed by MDEQ and 
Oakland County Health Department officials, in year 2003 and continued each year through year 2017.  The City will again 
implement a plan to combat the West Nile Virus in year 2018. 
 
The City has submitted item 1, listed above, to the County and received their approval.  The City can submit to the County 
items 2 and 3 once work is complete. 
   
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Therefore it would be appropriate for the City Council to move forward with the West Nile Virus Fund Expense 
Reimbursement Request process by adopting the following motion. 
 
MOTION 
Move to adopt the following resolution to authorize and direct the City Manager, as agent for the City of 
Auburn Hills, to request reimbursement of eligible mosquito control activity under Oakland County’s 
West Nile Virus Fund Program. 
 

 

 

I CONCUR: 

 THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 
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West Nile Virus        March 12, 2018 
 
Prepared by the City of Auburn Hills  
Community Development and Department of Public Services   
   
 
Background 
 
West Nile is a mosquito-borne virus that can cause mild flu-like symptoms, and in a few cases, results 
in encephalitis (inflammation of the brain) or meningitis (inflammation of the lining of the brain and spinal 
cord).  It first appeared in the U.S. in 1999 in New York City, and is spread to humans by the bite of an 
infected mosquito.  A mosquito becomes infected by biting a bird that carries the virus.  The Culex 
pipiens species of mosquito, which prefers to feed on birds, is believed to carry the virus in Oakland 
County.   
 
In the year 2002 there were 644 confirmed human cases of WNV with 51 deaths reported throughout 
the state.   That same, year in Oakland County, there were 214 confirmed cases of people being infected 
and 20 deaths attributed to the disease.   
 
In the year 2002 officials from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) had stated that 
WNV reached epidemic status in the state of Michigan.  They also wanted to reassure the public that 
while this is cause for concern, it is not a cause for panic.  They stress that individuals can protect 
themselves from this disease.  They have provided the following statistics regarding the likelihood of 
being bitten by an infected mosquito, and then whether or not someone will contract one of the two 
forms of the disease. 
 

 Of all mosquito bites, only one in one hundred will be from an infected mosquito. 
 
 Of all mosquito bites, only one in 500 will be a bite from an infected mosquito and will then 

result in a mild illness with “flu-like” symptoms. 
 

 Of all mosquito bites, only one in 15,000 will be a bite from an infected mosquito and will 
then result in someone contracting the serious form of the disease. 

 
The CDC is recommending that the public follow the three “Rs” for tackling the WNV problem: 
 
Repel—wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants, use insect repellant with deet, and avoid the outdoors 
during peak mosquito activity hours (i.e. dusk and dawn).  See attached information on proper use of 
deet repellants. 
 
Reduce—the mosquito population by eliminating stagnant standing water such as in old tarps, old 
buckets, neglected bird baths, etc. Attached is a poster regarding eliminating breeding areas in and 
around your home. 
 
Report—dead birds to the Michigan Department of Community Health Emerging Diseases.  Reporting 
forms can be found at the following MDCH website www.michigan.gov/emergingdiseases. 
 
Even though there is no evidence to support that the disease can be spread from dead birds, they 
should never be handled with bare hands.  Use disposable gloves to put the dead bird in a double 
plastic bag. If gloves are not available, turn a plastic shopping bag inside-out and scoop up the bird with 
the bag. If the dead bird has been reported and will not be tested, then place the bagged carcass in an 
outdoor garbage can for disposal. If the dead bird will be tested, you will be instructed to transport the 
bird to an appropriate local agency, where it can be packaged appropriately and submitted for testing. 
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There has been concern over the effect of WNV on pets. In general, the disease does not affect most 
household pets, including cats and dogs; however pet birds are just as apt to contract the illness as 
their wild counterparts.  Studies in New York have shown that up to 11% of dogs tested showed 
exposure to the virus, but none showed signs of illness, and WNV is not passed to other animals from 
cats or dogs.  Horses are perhaps a bit more susceptible than humans, but a vaccine has been 
approved for use on horses, and it appears to be effective, although no formal studies on this have been 
published yet. 
 
The National Institutes for Health (NIH) are in charge of disease prevention, treatment, diagnostics, and 
basic research.  They are working on a vaccine for humans, and they do have some promising research.  
Officials have stated that if all goes well, a vaccine is expected to be available in the next few years.  
The NIH is optimistic that one will be developed, but they are not able to confirm for certain that this will 
be the case. 
 
City staff has researched the role that mosquito control has in the prevention of WNV.  In general, 
spraying for adult mosquitoes is the least preferred method.  The success of spraying programs is 
questionable at best, and does not address the mobility factor of the adults.  If all areas are not sprayed, 
and all communities are not spraying, then there is even less of a chance of significantly reducing the 
adult mosquito population.  
 
2003 through 2017 WNV Information 
 
The great efforts made in 2003, by the State, County, local municipalities, businesses, and residents, 
to reduce the number human cases of WNV were continued in each year through 2017.  This all out 
effort resulted in a substantial reduction the number of humans contracting the WNV, throughout the 
State of Michigan.        
 

West Nile Virus Case Total Comparison 
 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

OC 214 3 2 5 4 2 0 0 5 2 28 4 0 3 9 5 

MI 644 19 16 62 55 16 17 0 29 34 249 36 1 18 43 40 

US 4,156 9,862 2,539 2,949 4,256 3,598 1,338 663 1,021 690 5,387 2,469 2,122 2,060 2,038 2,002 

 
West Nile Virus Death Total Comparison 

 
 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

OC 20 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 

MI 51 2 0 4 7 4 0 0 3 2 14 2 0 2 3 1 

US 284 264 100 116 165 121 43 30 57 43 243 119 85 119 94 121 

 
2018 WNV Control Program 
 
As part of a mosquito control plan for this season, the following information has been compiled: 
 
By far the most effective management program involves a combination of education regarding how to 
avoid being bitten, eliminating breeding sites, and controlling the larval mosquitoes.  The breed Culex 
pipiens, mentioned earlier, prefers stagnant water such as that found in catch basins and other nutrient-
rich, even polluted, standing pools of water.  Please note that streams and healthy ponds and 
wetlands do not fall into this category.  The mosquito control industry has developed products that 
are safe for handling, are non-toxic to humans and most other animals, and specifically target mosquito 
larvae.  Many are even available in pre-packaged amounts that are designed specifically for catch 
basins.  A “certified applicator” is not needed to use these pre-mixed products.  
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First, the City would educate citizens and staff on bite avoidance, and how to eliminate breeding areas 
on their property through cable PSAs, newsletters, and web site information. 
 
Second, the City would set up an inspection program to determine the most effective time to start 
treating catch basins.  The inspection program will be conducted in-house. 
 
Third, the City would treat all catch basins with larvicides.  The estimated material cost for the initial 
catch basin larvacide treatment is $12,040.70.  
 
A breakdown of this cost estimate is attached.  The County has indicated that the City will be eligible to 
receive a reimbursement in the amount of $3,427.13 to help implement step three of our plan.  
 
Products that would be used for catch basin treatment are described below: 
 
 Altosid—a growth hormone inhibitor that targets mosquitoes and black flies.  It is available in 

briquettes that can easily be dropped into a catch basin through the grating and lasts for 150 days. 
Its shelf life is approximately 18 months to 2 years. 

 
 Vectolex—bacteria that dissolves the gut of the larvae, it is a granular product that is also very 

specific to mosquitoes and black flies. This product kills larvae within 1-2 hours and needs to be 
reapplied every 21 days during the breeding season.  It is available in packets to treat catch basins, 
and as a loose product that can be broadcast over areas of open water.  This would be the product 
used for areas of nutrient-rich stagnant water.  The shelf life for this product is also 18 months to 2 
years. 

 
It may be prudent to “spot spray” City parks prior to events that will be occurring during peak hours of 
mosquito activity, especially when participants are expected to fall into the categories of most 
susceptible to WNV.  City staff would develop a standard operating procedure to address these 
instances.   
 
Some of the issues involved in creating and maintaining an effective program concern outside agencies, 
such as the Oakland County Road Commission, subdivisions, school districts, and commercial sites 
that own catch basins in the City.  City staff will be working with these groups in order to ensure an 
effective program.  During the winter following the initial WNV control program, staff will analyze the 
program to determine its effectiveness and to map out future actions. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The City should implement the program outlined above to address the WNV problem.  In addition to the 
treatment of City catch basins with Altosid, and other areas as necessary, the activities listed should be 
put into action starting with the mosquito season of 2018.  
 
 
Web Resources: 
 
Michigan Department of Agriculture - www.michigan.gov/mda 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - www.cdc.gov 
National Institutes of Health - www.nih.gov 
Oakland County Health Division - www.oakgov.com/health 

http://www.michigan.gov/mda
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/
http://www.oakgov.com/health


COST ESTIMATE 

City of Auburn Hills 

2018 Mosquito Control Program 

West Nile Virus 

 

Based on currently available information, the target locations for the City’s mosquito control 

treatment would include catch basins.  The attached cost estimate is based on a recommendation 

that the City use longer-lasting Altosid briquettes in the catch basins. These larvicide briquettes, 

with a 150-day duration, have a lower labor and equipment cost when compared to repeated 

treatments of 21-day duration Vectolex packets.  However, the estimate includes the possibility 

of at least one follow-up treatment using the Vectolex packets that may be necessary, to cover 

the full spring, summer, and fall for most areas targeted for treatment, catch basins in particular.  

 

Staff estimates that there are roughly 2,330 catch basins located in City right-of-ways and on 

City property, 25 located in the MDOT right-of-ways, 550 located in the Oakland County right-

of-ways, and 700 along private roads within the Auburn Hills City limits. These figures are 

estimates, not based on inventory.  

 

 

COST ESTIMATE 

 

Catch Basin Inspection and City Wide Monitoring  

Item Unit Quantity Unit Cost Totals 

Monitor for onset of breeding activity 

(In-House) 

2018 

Season 

-- -- $0.00 

TOTAL    $0.00 

 

Initial Catch Basin Treatment 

Item Unit Quantity Unit Cost Totals 

Auburn Hills catch basin treatment with 

Altosid XR 150 day Briquettes 

Each 2,330 $3.34 $7,782.20 

MDOT catch basin treatment with Altosid 

XR 150 day Briquettes 

Each 25 $3.34 $83.50 

RCOC catch basin treatment with Altosid 

XR 150 day Briquettes 

Each 550 $3.34 $1,837.00 

Private Road catch basin treatment with 

Altosid XR 150 day Briquettes 

Each 700 $3.34 $2,338.00 

TOTAL   3,605  $12,040.70 

 

General Applications to City Parks & Golf Course When Warranted  

Item Unit Quantity Unit Cost Totals 

ULV adulticide applications of registered 

Biomist 3+15 or Anvil 2+2 via truck-

mounted and or ATV mounted spray unit 

to all city parks and golf course.  

Parks & 

Golf 

Course 

2 app. $675.00 $1,350.00 

Ground backpack larvicide treatment of 

breeding sites when warranted. 

Per acre 10 acres $33.00 $330.00 

TOTAL     $1,680.00 



 

Secondary Catch Basin Treatment if Warranted 

Item Unit Quantity Unit Cost Totals 

Auburn Hills catch basin treatment with 

Vectolex 21 day packets 

Each 2,330 $1.21 $2819.30 

MDOT catch basin treatment with 

Vectolex 21 day packets 

Each 25 $1.21 $30.25 

RCOC catch basin treatment with Vectolex 

21 day packets 

Each 550 $1.21 $665.50 

Private catch basin treatment with Vectolex 

21 day packets 

Each 700 $1.21 $847.00 

TOTAL  3,605  $4,362.05 

 

 

2018 COST ESTIMATE  

Item Totals 

Primary Costs  

Inspections (In House) $0.00 

Initial Catch Basin Treatment (In-House) $12,040.70 

TOTAL $12,040.70 

County Assistance  -$3,427.13 

CITY TOTAL  $8,6,13.57 

  

Conditional Costs  

General Applications to City Parks & Golf Course 

When Warranted  (Professional Service) 

$1,680.00 

Secondary Catch Basin Treatment if Warranted  

(In- House) 

$4,362.05 

TOTAL $6,042.05 

 

The City’s plan calls for the use of all existing Altosid XR 150 day Briquettes from year 2017 
before utilizing the Altosid XR 150 day Briquettes purchased in year 2018. 
  

Oakland County has committed funding to assist communities in the implementation of their 

own mosquito control program, to thwart the West Nile Virus.  Funding will be distributed using 

the Environmental Infrastructure Fund formula…75% based on population of the community 

and 25% based on size (geographic) of the community.  The County has indicated that the City 

will be entitled to receive a reimbursement in the amount of $3,427.13 to help implement our 

plan.  The funds provided by the County will be used to purchase the Altosid XR 150 day 

Briquettes for the initial catch basin treatment.      



 
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

RESOLUTION 
 

AUTHORIZING WEST NILE VIRUS  
FUND EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST 

 
 
 At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, 
held in the Council Chambers at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills MI 48326 at 7:00 p.m., on the 26th 
day of March, 2018. 
 
 The following resolution was offered by Council Member                          and supported by 
Council Member                            : 
 
 WHEREAS, upon the recommendation of the Oakland County Executive, the Oakland County 
Board of Commissioners has established a West Nile Virus Fund Program to assist Oakland County 
cities, villages and townships in addressing mosquito control activities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Oakland County’s West Nile Virus Fund Program authorizes Oakland County cities, 
villages and townships to apply for reimbursement of eligible expenses incurred in connection with 
personal mosquito protection measures/activity, mosquito habitat eradication, and mosquito larvicide 
applications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, Michigan will incur expenses in connection 
with mosquito control activities believed to be eligible for reimbursement under Oakland County’s West 
Nile Virus Fund Program. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Auburn Hills City Council authorizes 
and directs the City Manager, as agent for the City of Auburn Hills, to request reimbursement of eligible 
mosquito control activity under Oakland County’s West Nile Virus Fund Program 
 
 
 
 AYES: 
 NAYS: 
 ABSENT: 
 ABSTENTIONS: 
 
 RESOLUTION 
 
 
STATE  OF  MICHIGAN) 
 )SS 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly appointed City Clerk for the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, 
Michigan do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted at a 
regular meeting of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the 26th day of March 2018. 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this    day of March, 
2018. 
 
 
 
 ______________________________________ 
 Laura Pierce, City Clerk 
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   D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  W O R K S  
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Eric King, Manager of Municipal Properties  

Submitted: March 20, 2018  

Subject: Motion – Approve Replacement of 50 Ton, McQuay R-22 Condensing Unit, ACCU #1 Public 
Safety.

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

The HVAC services the entire lower level of the Public Safety Building. It was an original build in 2001 and was scheduled for 
replacement in 2019. In the fall of 2017 the unit suffered the loss of two of its compressors. The age of the unit, in addition to the 
cost of replacing two compressors and the probability of the remaining two compressors failing led staff to recommend replacement 
now rather than 2019. The HVAC, which services the City Council Chamber was scheduled for replacement in 2018, but will be 
moved out to 2019 to accommodate the emergency repair, requiring no amendment to the 2018 budget. 
 
On March 9, 2018, an invitation to bid was posted to Michigan Inter-governmental Trade Network (MITN). A total of 231 vendors 
received the proposal. A mandatory, pre-bid site visit was conducted on March 14, 2018 at 1899 N. Squirrel Road and nine vendors 
were in attendance. A public bid opening was conducted on March 19, 2018 in the City Clerk’s office to consider bids. Below is 
the bid tab for your review. It was determined that K&S Ventures, Inc., the City’s service contractor, provided the lowest bid at 
$47,500.00, with an additional five year compressor warranty at $1,080.00. 
 

Company Address Price Compressor Warranty 

K&S Ventures 2653 Auburn Rd. 
Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

$47,500.00 $1,080.00 

Temperature Services, Inc. 37679 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, MI  

$60,448.00 N/A 

Great lakes Mechanical 3800 Maple St. 
Dearborn, MI 48126 

$66,700.00 $1,800.00 

Allied Building Services 1801 Howard 
Detroit, MI 48216 

$67,700.00 $1,875.00 

RW Mead & Sons Inc. 33795 Rivera 
Fraser, MI 48026 

$61,335.00 $1,500.00 

Clearwater Construction 
Services, Inc. 

12351 Stark Rd. 
Livonia, MI48150 

$66,995.00 $1,500.00 

Miller-Boldt, Inc. 42826 Mound Rd. 
Sterling Heights, MI 48314 

$62,000.00 $1,725.00 

Arctic Air, Inc. 4918 Fernle 
Royal Oak, MI 48073 

$72,850.00 $1,925.00 

Tech Mechanical, Inc. 1490 E. Highwood 
Pontiac, MI 48340 

$51,059.00 $1,666.00 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
It is the recommendation of staff that the bid is awarded to K&S Ventures, Inc., 2653 Auburn Rd. Auburn Hills, MI 48326, for 
$48,580.00. Adequate funding is available in the approved 2018 budget, Equipment Maintenance Account # 101-265-933-000.  

MOTION 

Move to approve the replacement of the 50-ton McQuay R-22 Condensing Unit, ACCU #1, contract to K&S Ventures, Inc. 
2653 Auburn Rd. Auburn Hills, MI 48326 with funding available in the Facilities Equipment Maintenance Fund, Account 
#101-265-933-000 in the amount of $48,580.00; with said amount including an additional five-year compressor warranty. 

I CONCUR:  
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 THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 
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   C I T Y  M A N A G E R  
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager  

Submitted: March 6, 2018  

Subject: Motion –   Approve the Renewal of the Dispatch Agreement and Memorandum of Understanding 
with Oakland County and the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office, Respectively

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

The city’s current agreement for Police and Fire dispatching services will expire on March 31, 2018.  A renewal agreement 
has been offered to cover the period of April 1, 2018 through March 31, 2021.  The current monthly rate for dispatch services 
is $32,870.83.  The renewal increase in year one reflects three things.  1) typical increases to the cost for OCSO to deliver 
services (wages, benefits, technology investments, etc.); 2) increased number of sworn police personnel for the formula 
used to calculate the monthly fee (up slightly from the original agreement); increase in number of fire department calls from 
the original agreement (fire calls in the formula used on the fire side). Following the first year, the contract increases three-
percent annually.  Here is the breakdown. 
 
4/1/18 Renewed at $35,262.25/month (adjustment based on current rate above is 7.3%) 
4/1/19 $36.317.88/month (adjusted 3%) 
4/1/20 $37,406.94/month (adjusted 3%) 
 
In addition to the above, the City was operating under an additional MOU with OCSO.  That MOU is also included in this 
packet and has been modified by our City Attorney to address City concerns about future communications equipment costs. 
   

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the Dispatch Agreement and MOU.  
 
 

MOTION 

Move to approve the dispatch services agreement by and between the City of Auburn Hills and the 
County of Oakland, and the MOU by and between the City of Auburn Hills and the Oakland County 
Sheriff’s Office, under the terms and conditions as contained therein for the term April 1, 2018 
through March 31, 2021; and authorize the City Manager to execute both documents on behalf of the 
City. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I CONCUR: 

 THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 
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POLICE AND FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN COUNTY OF OAKLAND 

AND 

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

 

April 1, 2018 – March 31, 2021 
  

 
This Agreement is made between the COUNTY OF OAKLAND, a Michigan Constitutional and Municipal 
Corporation, whose address is 1200 North Telegraph Road, Pontiac, Michigan 48341 (COUNTY), and the CITY 
OF AUBURN HILLS, a Michigan Constitutional and Municipal Corporation, whose address is 1827 N. Squirrel 
Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 (MUNICIPALITY). In this Agreement, the COUNTY shall also be represented by the 
OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF, Michael J. Bouchard, in his official capacity as a Michigan Constitutional Officer, 
whose address is 1200 North Telegraph Road, Bldg. 38 E., Pontiac, Michigan 48341 (SHERIFF).  In this 
Agreement, whenever the COUNTY and the SHERIFF are intended to be referred to jointly, they shall be referred 
to as the "OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE" (O.C.S.O.). 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
WHEREAS, the MUNICIPALITY is authorized by law to provide police and fire protection service for residents of 
the MUNICIPALITY; and 
 
WHEREAS, to provide effective police and fire protection services for its residents, the MUNICIPALITY also must 
provide for municipal police and fire department communication and dispatch functions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the MUNICIPALITY has concluded that it is more cost effective for the MUNICIPALITY to contract for 
POLICE and FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE with the O.C.S.O. than to equip and staff its own police and fire 
communication and dispatch center; and 
 
WHEREAS, the O.C.S.O. agrees to provide POLICE and FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE for the MUNICIPAL 
POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL, as defined in this Agreement, under the following terms and conditions; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of these premises, and the following promises, representations, and 
acknowledgments, it is agreed as follows: 
 
1. The COUNTY, with the cooperation and approval of the SHERIFF, shall, in conjunction with its existing 

O.C.S.O. police communications functions, provide POLICE and FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE to POLICE 
and FIRE PERSONNEL for the MUNICIPALITY. 

 
2. For all purposes and as used throughout this Agreement, the words and expressions listed below, 

whether used in the singular or plural, within or without quotation marks, or possessive or non-
possessive, shall be defined, read, and interpreted as follows: 

 
a. "POLICE DISPATCH SERVICE(S)" shall be defined to include: any emergency or non-

emergency telephone call or notice, of any kind, received by the O.C.S.O., which either requests, 
requires or, in the sole judgment of the O.C.S.O. or designated COUNTY AGENT(S), appears to 
request or require the presence, attention, or services of any MUNICIPAL POLICE PERSONNEL 
to address, respond, or attend to any issue, event, or circumstance involving public safety, a 
breach of peace, public health, an accident or accidental injury, the protection of property, any 
emergency (including, but not limited to criminal, medical, fire, health, civil disputes, and/or civil 
infractions), which results in any O.C.S.O. or designated COUNTY AGENT(S) radio 
communication, or any attempted radio communication, to any MUNICIPAL POLICE 
PERSONNEL. 

 
b. "MUNICIPAL POLICE PERSONNEL" shall be defined to include: any and all uniformed, non-

uniformed, civilian, command, volunteer, administrative and/or supervisory personnel employed 
and/or contracted by the MUNICIPALITY either to provide, supply, support, administer, or direct 
any MUNICIPAL police or law enforcement services and/or any persons acting by, through, 
under, or in concert with any of them; or any other MUNICIPAL official, officer, employee or 
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agent whose MUNICIPAL job duties may include the receipt of any O.C.S.O. POLICE 
DISPATCH SERVICE(S). 

 
c. "FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE(S)" shall be defined to include: any emergency or non-emergency 

telephone call or notice, of any kind, received by the O.C.S.O., which either requests, requires 
or, in the sole judgment of the O.C.S.O. or designated COUNTY AGENT(S), appears to request 
or require the presence, attention, or services of any MUNICIPAL FIRE PERSONNEL to 
address, respond, or attend to any issue, event, or circumstance involving public health or 
safety, an accident or accidental injury, the protection of property, any emergency (including, but 
not limited to medical, fire, and/or health), which results in any O.C.S.O. or designated COUNTY 
AGENT(S) radio communication, or any attempted radio communication to any MUNICIPAL 
FIRE PERSONNEL. 

 
d. "MUNICIPAL FIRE PERSONNEL" shall be defined to include: any and all uniformed, non-

uniformed, civilian, command, volunteer, administrative and/or supervisory personnel employed 
and/or contracted by the MUNICIPALITY either to provide, supply, support, administer, or direct 
any MUNICIPAL fire or emergency related services and/or any persons acting by, through, 
under, or in concert with any of them; or any other MUNICIPAL official, officer, employee or 
agent whose MUNICIPAL job duties may include the receipt of any O.C.S.O. FIRE DISPATCH 
SERVICE(S). 

 
e. "COUNTY AGENT(S)" shall be defined to include the OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF, SHERIFF 

Michael J. Bouchard, and any and all other COUNTY elected and appointed officials, 
commissioners, officers, boards, committees, commissions, departments, divisions, volunteers, 
employees (including any SHERIFF'S DEPUTY or SHERIFF'S DEPUTIES), agents, 
representatives, contractors, predecessors, successors, assigns, attorneys, or auditors (whether 
such persons act or acted in their personal, representative, or official capacities), and any and all 
persons acting by, through, under, or in concert with any of them.  COUNTY AGENT(S) as 
defined in this Agreement shall also include any person who was a COUNTY AGENT(S) at any 
time during the term of this Agreement but, for any reason, is no longer employed, appointed, or 
elected in his/her previous capacity. 

 
f. "CLAIM(S)" shall be defined to include any and all losses, complaints, demands for relief or 

damages, lawsuits, causes of action, proceedings, judgments, deficiencies, penalties, and costs 
and expenses, including, but not limited to, any reimbursement for reasonable attorney fees, 
witness fees, court costs, investigation and/or litigation expenses, any amounts paid in 
settlement, or any other amount for which either party becomes legally and/or contractually 
obligated to pay, or any other liabilities of any kind whatsoever whether direct, indirect or 
consequential, whether based upon any alleged violation of the constitution (federal or state), 
any statute, rule, regulation, or the common law, whether in law or equity, tort, contract, or 
otherwise, and/or whether commenced or threatened. 

 
3. The MUNICIPALITY agrees that under the terms of this Agreement, except for the POLICE and FIRE 

DISPATCH SERVICE(S) expressly contracted for herein, neither the O.C.S.O. nor any COUNTY AGENT 
shall not be obligated, in any other way, to provide or assist the MUNICIPALITY or any MUNICIPAL 
POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL with any other direct, indirect, backup, or supplemental support or 
police or fire or emergency-related service or protection, of any kind or nature whatsoever, or required to 
send any COUNTY AGENT(S) to respond, in any way, to any call for MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE 
PERSONNEL services. 

 
4. The MUNICIPALITY agrees that it shall, at all times and under all circumstances, remain solely and 

exclusively responsible for all costs and/or liabilities associated with providing available on-duty 
MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL to receive and respond to any O.C.S.O. or designated 
COUNTY AGENT(S) POLICE and FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE(S) in a timely and professional manner. 

 
5. The MUNICIPALITY acknowledges that there may be circumstances when, despite all reasonable 

O.C.S.O. or COUNTY AGENT(S) efforts, an O.C.S.O. or COUNTY AGENT(S) attempt to communicate 
or provide POLICE and FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE(S) for MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL 
may be unsuccessful and, as a result, MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL'S timely response to 
a call for MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL assistance may not be forthcoming.  
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6. The MUNICIPALITY agrees that this Agreement does not, and is not intended to, include any O.C.S.O. 

warranty, promise, or guaranty, of any kind or nature whatsoever, concerning the provision of POLICE 
and FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE(S) to the MUNICIPALITY except that the COUNTY will make a 
reasonable effort to provide POLICE and FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE(S) for MUNICIPAL POLICE and 
FIRE PERSONNEL consistent with existing O.C.S.O. communication and dispatching policies, 
procedures, orders, and standards. 

 
7. The MUNICIPALITY agrees that under the terms of this Agreement the MUNICIPALITY shall be solely 

and exclusively responsible for all costs, expenses and liabilities associated with the purchase, lease, 
operation, and/or use of any MUNICIPAL POLICE and/or FIRE PERSONNEL radio or other 
communication equipment, and that the O.C.S.O. shall not be obligated to provide any MUNICIPAL 
POLICE and/or FIRE PERSONNEL with any radio or other communication equipment of any kind.  
Similarly, the COUNTY agrees that the MUNICIPALITY shall not be obligated under the terms of this 
Agreement to supply or provide the O.C.S.O. with any additional telephones, telephone lines, radios, or 
other communications equipment or property. 

 
8. The MUNICIPALITY agrees that this Agreement does not, and is not intended to, obligate or require the 

O.C.S.O. to change, alter, modify, or develop any different dispatch related codes, policies, practices or 
procedures; purchase or use any special or additional equipment; or, alternatively, prohibit the O.C.S.O. 
from implementing any future communication-related changes that the O.C.S.O., in its judgment and 
discretion, believes to be in its best interest. 

 
9. The MUNICIPALITY agrees that it shall be solely and exclusively responsible, during the term of this 

Agreement, for guaranteeing that: (a) all MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL radios and/or 
other communication equipment will be properly set and adjusted to receive any POLICE and/or FIRE 
DISPATCH SERVICE(S) from the O.C.S.O. and/or COUNTY AGENT(S) and otherwise maintained in full 
and proper working order; (b) all MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL will be adequately trained 
and will comply with all applicable O.C.S.O. communications codes, practices, policies and procedures, 
as well as any applicable state or federal (FCC) communication requirements; (c) the MUNICIPALITY 
and all MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL shall, at all times, promptly and properly notify the 
designated COUNTY AGENT(S) of any on-duty or off-duty status and/or availability or unavailability of 
MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL to receive POLICE and/or FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE(S) 
from the O.C.S.O.; and (d) all MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL radio and communication 
equipment, policies, practices and procedures shall conform to those of the O.C.S.O. as they now exist 
or may be changed in the future. 

 

10.  The O.C.S.O. may, at its sole discretion and expense, inspect any MUNICIPAL PERSONNEL radio or 
other communication equipment to ensure that it conforms with applicable O.C.S.O. dispatching 
procedures, policies, standards, technical specifications, and/or state and federal law. If the inspection 
reveals a lack of conformance, the O.C.S.O. shall notify the MUNICIPALITY in writing of the specific 
violations.   The MUNICIPALITY shall address and correct such violations at its own expense within 
thirty (30) calendar days of receiving the written notice or present a written plan to O.C.S.O. within 15 
calendar days setting forth a procedure for correcting the violations.  If the MUNICIPALITY fails to 
address and/or correct such violations within the time period set forth in this paragraph, the O.C.S.O. 
may terminate and/or cancel the Agreement. 

 
11. Subject to the following Paragraph, and unless canceled as provided for in this Paragraph, this 

Agreement shall become effective on April 1, 2018 and shall remain in effect continuously until it expires, 
without any further act or notice being required of any party, at 11:59 P.M. on March 31, 2021.  The 
COUNTY, the SHERIFF, or the MUNICIPALITY may cancel this Agreement, for any reason, including the 
convenience of any party, and without any penalty, before its March 31, 2021 expiration by delivering a 
written notice of the cancellation of this Agreement to the other signatories to this Agreement, or their 
successors in office.  Such written notice shall provide at least a ninety (90) calendar day notice of the 
effective date of cancellation, and such cancellation of this Agreement shall be effective at 11:59 P.M. on 
the last calendar day of the calendar month following the expiration of the 90 calendar day notice period. 

 
12. This Agreement, and any subsequent amendments, shall not become effective prior to the approval by 

concurrent resolutions of the COUNTY Board of Commissioners and the MUNICIPALITY’s Governing 
Body.  The approval and terms of this Agreement shall be entered into the official minutes and 



 

POLICE AND FIRE DISPATCH SERVICE AGREEMENT BETWEEN  
COUNTY OF OAKLAND AND CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

April 1, 2018 – March 31, 2021 
Rev. 11/20/17 - FINAL 

Page 4 of 7 

proceedings of the COUNTY Board of Commissioners and the MUNICIPALITY’s Governing Body and 
also shall be filed with the Office of the Clerk for the COUNTY and the MUNICIPALITY.  In addition, this 
Agreement, and any subsequent amendments, shall be filed by a designated COUNTY AGENT(S) with 
the Secretary of State for the State of Michigan and shall not become effective prior to the filing of this 
Agreement with the Secretary of State. 

 
13. In consideration of the COUNTY'S promises and efforts under this Agreement, the MUNICIPALITY 

agrees to pay to the COUNTY $35,262.25 per month for service for the months of April 1, 2018 through 
March 31, 2019; $36,317.88 per month for service for the months of April 1, 2019 through March 31, 
2020; and $37,406.94 per month for service for the months of April 1, 2020 through March 31, 2021 as 
follows:    

 
a. The COUNTY shall send an invoice to the MUNICIPALITY on the first calendar day of each 

month for services rendered the previous month.  The MUNICIPALITY shall have 30 days from 
the date of each invoice to make payment.  For example, for services rendered in July of 2019, 
the COUNTY will bill the MUNICIPALITY on August 1, 2019 and the MUNICIPALITY shall pay 
the invoice within 30 days of the invoice date. 

 
b. All Monthly payments shall be due and payable by the MUNICIPALITY without any further notice 

or demand from the COUNTY. 
 

c. Each monthly payment shall be made by a check drawn on a MUNICIPALITY account and shall 
be made payable to the County of Oakland and delivered to the attention of: Mr. Andy Meisner, 
Oakland County Treasurer, 1200 N. Telegraph Road, Pontiac, MI 48341-0479 (or such other 
person as the COUNTY may from time to time designate in writing). 

 
d. Each such payment shall clearly identify that it is a monthly payment being made pursuant to this 

Agreement and identify the calendar month for which the MUNICIPALITY intended the payment 
to apply.  The MUNICIPALITY agrees that the COUNTY, in its discretion, may apply any monthly 
payment received from the MUNICIPALITY to any past due amount or monthly payment then 
due and owing to the COUNTY pursuant to this Agreement. 

 
14. If the MUNICIPALITY fails, for any reason, to pay the COUNTY any moneys due when and as due under 

this Agreement, the MUNICIPALITY agrees that unless expressly prohibited by law, the COUNTY or the 
County Treasurer, at their sole option, shall be entitled to setoff from any other MUNICIPALITY funds that 
are in the COUNTY’S possession for any reason.  Funds include but are not limited to the Delinquent Tax 
Revolving Fund (DTRF).  Any setoff or retention of funds by the COUNTY shall be deemed a voluntary 
assignment of the amount by the MUNICIPALITY to the COUNTY.  The MUNICIPALITY waives any 
CLAIMS against the COUNTY or its Officials for any acts related specifically to the COUNTY’S offsetting 
or retaining such amounts.  This paragraph shall not limit the MUNICIPALITY’s legal right to dispute 
whether the underlying amount retained by the COUNTY was actually due and owing under this 
Agreement.  If the COUNTY chooses not to exercise its right to setoff or if any setoff is insufficient to fully 
pay the COUNTY any amounts due and owing the COUNTY under this Agreement, the county SHALL 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO CHARGE UP TO THE THEN-MAXIMUM LEGAL INTEREST ON ANY UNPAID 
AMOUNT.  Interest charges shall be in addition to any other amounts due to the COUNTY under this 
Agreement.  Interest charges shall be calculated using the daily unpaid balance method and accumulate 
until all outstanding amounts and accumulated interest are fully paid.  Nothing in this paragraph shall 
operate to limit the COUNTY’S right to pursue or exercise any other legal rights or remedies under this 
Agreement against the MUNICIPALITY to secure reimbursement of amounts due the COUNTY under 
this Agreement.   The remedies in this paragraph shall be available to the COUNTY on an ongoing and 
successive basis if the MUNICIPALITY at any time becomes delinquent in its payment.  Notwithstanding 
any other term and condition in this Agreement, if the COUNTY pursues any legal action in any court to 
secure its payment under this Agreement, the MUNICIPALITY agrees to pay all costs and expenses, 
including attorney’s fees and court costs, incurred by the COUNTY in the collection of any amount owed 
by the MUNICIPALITY. 

 
15. The MUNICIPALITY agrees that all MUNICIPALITY representations, liabilities, payment obligations, 

and/or any other related obligations provided for in this Agreement with regard to any acts, occurrences, 
events, transactions, or CLAIM(S), either occurring or having their basis in any events or transactions that 
occurred before the cancellation or expiration of this Agreement, shall survive the cancellation or 
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expiration of this Agreement.  The parties agree that the expiration, cancellation, or termination of this 
Agreement shall be without prejudice to any rights or claims of either party against the other and shall not 
relieve either party of any obligations which, by their nature, survive expiration or termination of this 
Agreement. 

 
16. Each Party shall be responsible for any CLAIM made against that Party and for the acts of its Employees 

or Agents. 
 
17. In any CLAIM that may arise from the performance of this Agreement, each Party shall seek its own legal 

representation and bear the costs associated with such representation, including any attorney fees. 
 
18. Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, neither Party shall have any right under any legal 

principle to be indemnified by the other Party or any of its agents or employees in connection with any 
CLAIM. 

 
19. This Agreement does not, and is not intended to, impair, divest, delegate or contravene any 

constitutional, statutory, and/or other legal right, privilege, power, obligation, duty, or immunity of the 
Parties.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of governmental immunity for either 
Party. 

 
20. The MUNICIPALITY and the COUNTY agree that neither the COUNTY nor any COUNTY AGENT(S), by 

virtue of this Agreement or otherwise, shall be considered or asserted to be employees of the 
MUNICIPALITY and further agree that, at all times and for all purposes under the terms of this 
Agreement, the COUNTY and/or any COUNTY AGENT(S) legal status and relationship to the 
MUNICIPALITY shall be that of an Independent Contractor.  The parties also agree that no MUNICIPAL 
POLICE and FIRE PERSONNEL or any other MUNICIPALITY employee shall, by virtue of this 
Agreement or otherwise, be considered or asserted to be an employee, agent, or working under the 
supervision and control of the COUNTY and/or any COUNTY AGENT(S). 

 
21. The MUNICIPALITY and the COUNTY agree that, at all times and for all purposes relevant to this 

Agreement, the MUNICIPALITY and the O.C.S.O. shall each remain the sole and exclusive employer of 
each of their respective employees.  The MUNICIPALITY and the COUNTY each agree to remain solely 
and exclusively responsible for the payment of each of their respective employees' wages, 
compensation, overtime wages, expenses, fringe benefits, pension or retirement benefits, training 
expenses, or other allowances or reimbursements of any kind, including, but not limited to, workers' 
disability compensation, unemployment compensation, Social Security Act protection(s) and benefits, 
employment taxes, or any other statutory or contractual right or benefit based, in any way, upon 
employment of any COUNTY AGENT(S) or any MUNICIPAL POLICE and/or FIRE PERSONNEL or any 
other MUNICIPAL employee. 

 
22. This Agreement does not, and is not it intended to, create, change, modify, supplement, supersede, or 

otherwise affect or control, in any manner, any term(s) or condition(s) of employment of any COUNTY 
AGENT(S), any applicable O.C.S.O. employment and/or union contract(s), any level(s) or amount(s) of 
supervision, any standard(s) of performance, any sequence or manner of performance, and/or any 
O.C.S.O. rule(s), regulation(s), training and education standard(s), hours of work, shift assignment(s), 
order(s), policy(ies), procedure(s), directive(s), ethical guideline(s), etc., which shall, solely and 
exclusively, govern and control the employment relationship between the O.C.S.O. and/or all conduct and 
actions of any COUNTY AGENT(S). 

 
23. The MUNICIPALITY agrees that neither the MUNICIPALITY nor any MUNICIPAL POLICE and FIRE 

PERSONNEL shall provide, furnish or assign any COUNTY AGENT(S) with any job instructions, job 
descriptions, job specifications, or job duties, or, in any manner, attempt to control, supervise, train, or 
direct any COUNTY AGENT(S) in the performance of any COUNTY or COUNTY AGENT(S) duty or 
obligation under the terms of this Agreement. 

 
24. The MUNICIPALITY agrees that it shall promptly deliver to the O.C.S.O. written notice and copies of any 

CLAIM(S), complaint(s), charge(s), or any other accusation(s) or allegation(s) of negligence or other 
wrongdoing, whether civil or criminal in nature, that the MUNICIPALITY becomes aware of which 
involves, in any way, the O.C.S.O. or any COUNTY AGENT(S).  The MUNICIPALITY agrees to 
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cooperate with the O.C.S.O. in any investigation conducted by the SHERIFF of any act(s) or performance 
of any duties by any COUNTY AGENT(S). 

 
25. Any signatory or any signatories' successor in office to this Agreement shall send, by first class mail, any 

correspondence and written notices required or permitted by this Agreement to each of the signatories of 
this Agreement, or any signatories' successor in office, to the addresses shown in this Agreement.  Any 
written notice required or permitted under this Agreement shall be considered delivered to a party as of 
the date that such notice is deposited, with sufficient postage, with the U.S. Postal Service. 

 
26. This Agreement is made and entered into in the State of Michigan and shall in all respects be interpreted, 

enforced and governed under the laws of the State of Michigan.  The language of all parts of this 
Agreement is intended to and, in all cases, shall be construed as a whole, according to its fair meaning, 
and not construed strictly for or against any party.  As used in this Agreement, the singular or plural 
number, possessive or non-possessive, shall be deemed to include the other whenever the context so 
suggests or requires. 

  
27. Absent an express written waiver, the failure of any party to pursue any right granted under this 

Agreement shall not be deemed a waiver of that right regarding any existing or subsequent breach or 
default under this Agreement.  No failure or delay on the part of any party in exercising any right, power 
or privilege hereunder shall operate as a waiver thereof, nor shall a single or partial exercise of any right, 
power or privilege preclude any other or further exercise of any other right, power or privilege.  

 
28. The COUNTY and the MUNICIPALITY acknowledge that this Agreement shall be binding upon each of 

them and, to the extent permitted by law, upon their administrators, representatives, executors, 
successors and assigns, and all persons acting by, through, under, or in concert with any of them. 

 
29. The MUNICIPALITY acknowledges that it has reviewed all of its current or proposed contracts, including 

any and all labor or union contracts with any MUNICIPAL POLICE OR FIRE PERSONNEL, and hereby 
warrants that the MUNICIPALITY does not have and will not have at any time during the term of this 
Agreement, any other contractual agreements that will in any manner restrict, interfere with, or prohibit 
the MUNICIPALITY and any MUNICIPAL POLICE OR FIRE PERSONNEL, or any other person from 
complying with the MUNICIPALITY’s obligations and duties as set forth in this Agreement and/or the 
MUNICIPAL POLICE OR FIRE DISPATCH SERVICES as described herein.   

 
30. This Agreement sets forth the entire contract and understanding between the COUNTY and the 

MUNICIPALITY and fully supersedes any and all prior contracts, agreements or over any actual or 
apparent conflict with any term or condition in such a lease.  It is further understood and agreed that the 
terms of this Agreement are contractual and are not a mere recital and that there are no other contracts, 
understandings, or representations between the COUNTY and the MUNICIPALITY in any way related to 
the subject matter hereof, except as expressly stated herein.  This Agreement shall not be changed or 
supplemented orally. This Agreement may be amended only by concurrent resolutions of the COUNTY 
Board of Commissioners and the MUNICIPALITY’s Governing Body in accordance with the procedures 
set forth herein. 

 
31. For and in consideration of the mutual promises, acknowledgments, representations, and agreements 

set forth in this Agreement, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and adequacy of 
which is hereby acknowledged, the COUNTY and the MUNICIPALITY hereby agree and promise to be 
bound by the terms and provisions of this Agreement. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Thomas Tanghe, Manager of the City of Auburn Hills, hereby acknowledges that he or 
she has been authorized by a resolution of the MUNICIPALITY’s Governing Body (a certified copy of which is 
attached) to execute this Agreement on behalf of the MUNICIPALITY and hereby accepts and binds the 
MUNICIPALITY to the terms and conditions of this Agreement on this ______ day of _______________, 2018. 
 

 
WITNESS: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Name: 
Title:  

 
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS, 
a Michigan Municipal Corporation 
 
BY: ________________________________ 
        Thomas Tanghe 
        City Manager         
 

  
 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Michael J. Gingell, Chairperson, Oakland County Board of Commissioners, hereby 
acknowledges that he has been authorized by a resolution of the Oakland County Board of Commissioners (a 
certified copy of which is attached) to execute this Agreement on behalf of the COUNTY and hereby accepts and 
binds the COUNTY to the terms and conditions of this Agreement on this ______ day of _______________, 
2018. 
 

 
WITNESS:                                                            
 
 
____________________________________ 
Name: 
Title: 

 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND,  
a Michigan Municipal Corporation 
 
BY: ________________________________ 
        Michael J. Gingell 
        Chairperson, Oakland County Board of  
        Commissioners 

 
 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Michael J. Bouchard, in his official capacity as SHERIFF, hereby concurs and accepts 
the terms and conditions of this Agreement on this ______ day of _______________, 2018. 
 

 
WITNESS: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Name: 
Title: 

 
OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF,  
a Michigan Constitutional Officer 
 
BY: _______________________________ 
        Michael J. Bouchard, 
        Oakland County Sheriff  
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C I T Y  C L E R K ’S  O F F I C E    

    
To:  Mayor and City Council 

From:  Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Laura M. Pierce City Clerk  

Submitted:  March 22, 2018  

Subject: Public Hearing and Resolution – Approving the remaining 2018 Liquor License Renewals  

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

On March 12, 2018, City Council considered the renewal of all establishments with an On-Premises 
Liquor License within the City.  The licenses for thirty-five of those establishments were approved as they 
were in compliance with the City Code. A public hearing was set for two establishments (Clubhouse 81 
& Duffy’s) due to outstanding balances from taxes owed. 

 

The City Clerk’s Office sent notices to each of these establishments advising that the City Council would 
be holding a hearing on March 26, 2018, regarding the City’s potential objection to the renewal of their 
liquor licenses based on outstanding financial obligations to the City.  These notices were hand delivered 
by the Auburn Hills Police Department and also sent by regular mail on March 13, 2018. 

 

On March 19th, Clubhouse 81 and Duffy’s paid their remaining tax balances, therefore the Public Hearing 
can be cancelled.  

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the City Council cancel the Public Hearing and renew the liquor license for the 
establishments, Clubhouse 81 and Duffy’s, which have now paid their outstanding financial obligation to 
the City, 

 

 

MOTION 

Move to cancel the Public Hearing and recommend approval of the annual liquor licenses of those 
establishments who have now met the licensing requirements of the City: ___Clubhouse 81 and 
Duffy’s___. 

 

 

 

I CONCUR:  

 Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager 
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   P A R K S  &  R E C R E A T I O N  
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager, Steven J. Cohen, Director of Community Development, Shawn Keenan, 
City Planner, and Brian Marzolf, Recreation Director  

Submitted: March 21, 2018  

Subject: Motion – To approve the submittal of a Michigan Department of Natural Resources development grant 
application and resolution of support for Auburn Hills Kayak Point Park (proposed name)

 
INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
As Council is aware, the City took ownership of the former Country Kitchen site at 2041 Auburn Rd. in the summer of 
2017.     A City Council workshop was held later in the fall where several options for the redevelopment and future use of 
this land were presented by the staff.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After careful consideration, it was determined that the highest and best use of the property would be for a city park with 
access to the Clinton River.  As pointed out in the workshop, the development of the Clinton River as a recreational 
resource has been a long-standing goal of the City for many years. It was requested that grant funding be sought to assist 
in the future development of this new park. Obtaining grant funding can take some time, so we’re getting started now.  
 
A grant application, complete with a concept plan and associated costs (attached), has been prepared by staff together 
with OHM Advisors and is ready for submittal to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for consideration under 
their Trust Fund Grant program.   
 

Aerial photo of the site 
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OVERVIEW 
1. Concept Plan for Kayak Point Park 

The concept plan depicts the new park in an amount of detail necessary to gain a clear understanding of what is 
being proposed.  The main items included in the project are all clearly identified on the concept plan. This plan 
can be further refined and developed into a site plan and construction drawings in the future. 
 
Highlights of this park development grant application include: 

 Entrance drive for vehicles from Auburn Road and parking 
 Pedestrian and bicycle access from existing and new pathways 
 New access points to the Clinton River for recreational use 
 Kayak and canoe launch 
 Pathways and nature trails 
 Riverfront fishing and wildlife/river viewing areas  
 Picnic shelter with seating  
 River wayfinding and safety signage 
 LED and solar site lighting 
 Landscaping with native plants/grasses, rock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. March 14, 2018 Public Hearing at the Planning Commission / Recreation Commission Meeting 

At this meeting, the concept plan and the associated grant application details were presented to the Recreation 
Commission for their review and consideration.  This was a properly advertised Public Meeting in accordance with 
the DNR grant guidelines. Residents of 25 Hillfield were present and expressed their support of the City’s park 
plans.  The Commission supported the project as presented and recommends approval of the submittal of this 
grant application.  We have also received several comments through our social media outlets with the vast 
majority of them being very positive. 

 
 
 

Concept plan for the new City park 
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OVERVIEW (cont.) 
3. A great recreational fit for our park system 

The Council should be aware that a City park in this location with river access is consistent with the goals set forth 
in the 2009 City of Auburn Hills Riverwalk Master Plan as well as the 2014-2018 Parks & Recreation Master Plan. 
This type of park development also meets the goals of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), 
the Trust Fund grant program, the Michigan Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG)’s - Green Infrastructure Vision for Southeast Michigan, 
Partnering for Prosperity: Economic Development Strategy for Southeast Michigan, the Water Resources Plan for 
Southeast Michigan, and the Clinton River Watershed Councils’ “Water Towns” program.   

 
Council will also recall that Auburn Hills is one of the “Water Towns” along the river and is helping lead the way in 
the development of the overall Water Trail system that connects us to Lake St. Clair.  We have shared this 
concept plan with others and it has the full support of 12 organizations that the City works with and each has 
provided the City with a letter of support for this grant including: DNR Fisheries: SEMCOG; Oakland County 
Economic & Planning; the Clinton River Watershed Council; our adjacent neighbor downstream the City of 
Rochester Hills; local businesses and nearby property owners.   

 
4. Grant request and estimated costs 

The City is requesting a DNR Trust Fund grant in the amount of $199,600, with a matching amount of 
$70,200 ($60,000 cash/$10,200 In-Kind (a 26% match) for a total estimated project cost of $269,682.   

 
It is also noted that if/when this park project is developed as projected in 2019-2020, the City should 
anticipate additional costs of approximately $40,000+/- for engineering services related to the creation of 
an official site plan, bid documents and actual construction engineering services.   
 
The DNR grant program limits the amount of engineering services to 15% of total project costs (included in this 
grant request), the applicant is responsible for the rest.  The Trust Fund grant program is a reimbursement type of 
funding program, where all project funds are expensed first by the city, then reimbursed in the amount of the grant 
following successful completion of the project.  This should be considered during the upcoming budget 
preparations for 2019-2020. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that Council approve the submittal of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund grant 
application for the proposed park.  
 
MOTION 
“Move to accept the Recreation Commission’s recommendation and approve the submittal of a Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund grant application as presented for the development of Kayak Point 
Park (proposed name) at 2041 Auburn Rd., Auburn Hills, prior to the April 1, 2018 deadline, and further, to 
approve the attached resolution of support.” 
 

 

 
  

I CONCUR: 

 THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Ouellette called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present:  Beidoun, Hitchcock, Mendieta, Moniz, Ochs, Ouellette, Pederson, Pierce  
     Absent:   Shearer  

 Also Present:   City Planner Shawn Keenan, Recreation Director Brian Marzolf, DPW                         
  Deputy Director Aaron Stahly, City Engineer Timothy Juidici  

 Guests:   4 
 

LOCATION:  Robert W. Grusnick Public Safety Building, 1899 N. Squirrel Roads, Auburn Hills, MI  48326 
 
 
6. SPECIAL PLANNING PROJECTS 
 
6a.  Recess as Planning Commission – Convene as Recreation Commission (7:25 p.m.) 
 
Moved by Mr. Pierce to recess as Planning Commission and convene as Recreation Commission. 
Supported by Mr. Hitchcock.  
VOTE: Yes: All  
 No: None  Motion Carried (8-0) 
          

6b. Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant application (7:25 p.m.) 
 Public Hearing/Motion – Approval to submit the proposed Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant 

application for Kayak Point Park. 
 
Mr. Marzolf presented the concept plan for Kayak Point Park for which the City is seeking a grant to construct.  The 
property is vacant and located at 2041 Auburn Road.  It is the former site of the Country Kitchen that the City took 
ownership of in 2017.  The site is eight acres and has over 800 feet of river frontage on both sides of the Clinton River 
that flows in a southeasterly direction across the site.   
 
Mr. Marzolf explained that in the fall of 2017, a City Council workshop was held where the “Green Team” led by City 
Manager Tom Tanghe presented some alternatives to the Council for the redevelopment and improvement of this 
property.  After careful consideration and much discussion, it was agreed that a passive park with river access would 
be the highest and best use for this property.  A city park in this location with river access is consistent with the goals 
set forth in the 2009 City of Auburn Hills Riverwalk Master Plan as well as the 2014-2018 Parks & Recreation Master 
Plan. This type of park development also meets the goals of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), 
the Trust Fund grant program, the Michigan Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), Southeast 
Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG)’s - Green Infrastructure Vision for Southeast Michigan, Partnering for 
Prosperity: Economic Development Strategy for Southeast Michigan, the Water Resources Plan for Southeast 
Michigan, and the Clinton River Watershed Council Water Towns program.   
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that the project has the full support of DNR Fisheries, SEMCOG, Oakland County Economic & 
Planning, the Clinton River Watershed Council, the City of Rochester Hills, local businesses, and nearby property 
owners. 
 
Mr. Marzolf noted the development of the Clinton River as a recreational resource has been a top and long-standing 
goal of the City for many years, which is evident as we currently own and operate three popular parks along the banks 
of the Clinton River, which include Riverside Park, River Woods Park and the Skate Park.   
 
Mr. Marzolf explained in preparation for this project, that includes a new kayak/canoe launch point, the city’s DPW staff 
will coordinate our river maintenance with a local contractor to clean out and prepare a new two mile section of the 
Clinton River.  These clean-up efforts, combined with this grant application for assistance with funding this park 
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development project, will improve river conditions for the better for both fishing and paddling access in Auburn Hills.  
We believe the development of the Auburn Hills section, of the developing Clinton River “Water Trail”, will be very 
popular. 
 
Mr. Marzolf highlighted the features in the park’s concept plan that was developed by city staff and the City’s 
engineering consultants from OHM Advisors.  This concept plan depicts the new park in an amount of detail necessary 
to gain a clear understanding of what is being proposed, and includes an estimated amount of associated costs based 
on the plan. The main elements include:  
 
 A new access point to the river 
 A kayak and canoe launch 
 Riverfront/access for fishing  
 Wildlife/river viewing areas  
 Pathways and nature trails 

 Entrance drive for vehicles from Auburn Road 
 Picnic shelter with seating  
 River wayfinding and safety signage 
 LED and solar site lighting 
 Landscaping with native plants/grasses, rock 

 
Mr. Marzolf stated the grant application that is included in the commission’s packet must be approved and supported 
by Planning/Recreation Commission and the City Council prior to submittal by the April 1, 2018 deadline.  In a very 
competitive state-wide process, the MDNR Trust Fund Board will make their recommendations for funding to the 
legislature at the end of 2018.  If successful, the City would eventually enter into a project agreement with the DNR for 
the development of this project in 2019-20.   
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated the amount the City is requesting is $199,600, with a city matching amount of $70,200 ($60,000 
cash/$10,200) of In-Kind match (26%) for a total estimated project cost of $269,682.  When this park project gets 
developed in 2019-20, the City should anticipate additional costs of approximately $40,000+/- for engineering services 
related to the creation of an official site plan, bid documents and actual construction engineering services.   
 
Ms. Pederson asked if seven parking spaces are enough to handle the anticipated amount of park uses and if there 
are any takeout points downstream. 
 
Mr. Marzolf explained that in addition to takeout points at Riverside and River Woods park there are takeout points 
further downstream in Rochester Hills, Rochester, Shelby Township Utica and Sterling Heights.  He also explained that 
kayakers will often leave a vehicle at the takeout point and share a ride with their kayaking partner to the launch point, 
thereby providing a way back to the vehicle parked at the launch site. 
 
Mr. Mendieta inquired about the type of vegetation that would be planted at the site and if there were any types of 
grants available to help cover the cost of the plantings.  
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that staff will explore additional funding opportunities that may be available to help supplement 
the costs associated with the landscape plantings.  
 
Mr. Mendieta asked if the parking lot and pathways will be made with an impervious material. 
 

Mr. Marzolf indicated that the pathways and parking lot are intended to be asphalt as recommended by the City’s 
engineers to assure the pathways and parking lot remain in place and in good condition after a flood event.  It is 
believed that any natural material would wash away during a flood. The runoff from the parking lot will be directed 
towards one of the two rain gardens on the site to help clean and infiltrate any stormwater runoff.   

Mr. Mendieta asked if there were any concerns about the waste water treatment plant just upstream of the site. 
 
Mr. Keenan stated that the operation of the waste water treatment plant has improved dramatically since the County 
took over its operation.  There are no concerns. 
 
Mr. Moniz asked if there would be enough parking on the site or will potential users park on Hillfield, if ever a large 
event like Paddlepalooza were to take place at the site. 
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Mr. Marzolf thought it was best to start off with the seven parking spaces and measure the parks usage.  If it is 
determined in the future that more onsite parking is needed, we can add more spaces around the perimeter of the 
circle drive or provide temporary parking on the site during a large event.   
 
Mr. Moniz asked if there are any current plans to develop the parcel of land the City owns at the corner of Hillfield and 
Auburn Road. 
 
Mr. Marzolf stated that the proposed plan does not call for the City’s parcel on Hillfield to be utilized for parking. 
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if the site will be handicap accessible. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that the site is designed to meet the handicap accessible requirements, which includes getting a 
person from the parking lot to the launch point.  He indicated that there are no federal guidelines on getting an 
individual from launch point into the water.  However, it is believed that the proposed design will provide adequate 
access for persons with a handicap.  The City sought some guidance from the owner of Clinton River Canoe and 
Kayak Rental who has a customer that is a paraplegic.  We were informed that that person would be able to access 
the river with the type of access included in the plan.   
 
Mr. Marzolf also mentioned the importance of having at least two people in two separate water craft when out on the 
water.  Two people in the same canoe or kayak would count as one.  There should always be two or more people 
available to provide assistance to one another.  There will be water safety and wayfinding signage at the site near 
launch area.  The proposed signage will complement the river marker signs the city had installed along the river to help 
paddlers better identify their location in case of an emergency.  Emergency personnel will know where each numbered 
sign is located.  Each community has a different color sign to help distinguish what community they are in.      
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if the lockers identified in the plans are the type made to secure kayaks. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that the lockers are designed to secure a kayak or canoe for a short amount of time. 
 
Mr. Ouellette asked if there will be any bike racks at the site. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated that there is not a bike rack identified on the concept plan but one could be installed in the future.  
 
Mr. Beidoun asked if the park will be open 24 hours a day seven days a week. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated the park will be open only during the day, from dawn to dusk, like all the other parks. 
 
Mr. Beidoun asked if there were plans to install a gate to close off the drive entrance to the park. 
 
Mr. Marzolf stated that there are no plans for a gate.  He mentioned that there will be three solar power LED lights at 
the park with one located at the entrance to help the visibility into the park.  
 
Mr. Beidoun inquired if the park will be open during the winter. 

Mr. Marzolf stated that a decision has not yet been made on how or if the entrance drive will be closed off during the 
winter. 
 
Mr. Ouellette asked how deep the river was at the site. 
 
Mr. Keenan indicated that the river level fluctuates throughout the year and that the river can drop as low as one foot 
during the summer months, when the water is held back to raise the water levels of the lake upstream. 
 
Ms. Pederson asked how anglers will access the river. 
 
Mr. Keenan indicated that anglers, wearing waders, would be able to gain access to the river by utilizing the launch 
area.  They would also be able to fish from the river bank at the launch point and each of the two viewing areas. 
 
Ms. Pederson asked if the river was safe enough to use inflatables or a rubber raft. 
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Mr. Marzolf said it could be possible but they might not be as practical as a more sturdy craft. 
 
Ms. Pederson asked if the river is suited for larger craft like a canoe so families with kids can enjoy the river together. 
 
Mr. Keenan stated that the river can support a canoe when the river level is high enough. 
 
Ms. Pederson asked how long the typical kayak season is. 
 
Mr. Marzolf indicated the typical season would last from March to November and is dependent upon the river’s water 
level.  He noted that the experienced kayakers like to go out after a rain event when the river is higher and faster.  
However, each user’s ability to paddle down the river would be based on their experience and the condition of the 
river.   
 
Mr. Keenan provided a brief summary about the impact of the 21 lake level control structures, located upstream, have 
on the river level. 
 
Mr. Ouellette opened the Public Hearing at 7:54 p.m. 
 
Mr. Haverstick of 25 Hillfield Road spoke in favor of the proposed Kayak Point Park and mentioned that he fully 
supports the City’s plan. 
 
Hearing no further comments, Mr. Ouellette closed the Public Hearing at 7:55 p.m.  
 
Moved by Mr. Pierce to recommend to City Council approval of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Trust Fund grant application as presented for submittal by April 1, 2018. 
Supported by Mr. Moniz. 
 
VOTE:  Yes: Beidoun, Hitchcock, Mendieta, Moniz, Ochs, Ouellette, Pederson, Pierce  
 No:  None  Motion Carried (8-0) 
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Client

Project Name

Date

Work Kayak/Canoe Launch Park with Parking and Trailway

Preliminary Engineer's Opinion of Cost
ITEM QUANTITY UNIT UNIT RATE AMOUNT

Mobilization, Max 10% 1 LSUM 18,000.00$         $18,000.00

Clearing and Grubbing 1 LSUM 5,600.00$           $5,600.00

Tree, Rem, 6 inch to 18 inch 12 EACH 500.00$              $6,000.00

Embankment, CIP 425 CYD 15.00$                $6,375.00

Soil Erosion-Sedimentation Control 1 LSUM  $         10,000.00 $10,000.00

Traffic Maintenance & Control 1 LSUM 3,000.00$           $3,000.00

Aggregate Base, 21AA, 4 inch 200 SYD 12.00$                $2,400.00

Aggregate Base, 21AA, 8 inch 800 SYD 12.00$                $9,600.00

Shoulder, Cl II, 4 inch, Modified 200 SYD 12.00$                $2,400.00

Drive/Parking Lot, HMA 425 TON 75.00$                $31,875.00

Native Trees 26 EACH 325.00$              $8,450.00

Rain Gardens 2 EACH 5,200.00$           $10,400.00

Kayak/Canoe Storage Racks 6 EACH 750.00$              $4,500.00

Stone Steps 350 SFT 42.00$                $14,700.00

Shared use Path, HMA 114 TON 75.00$                $8,550.00

Path Aggregate Base, 21AA, 4 inch 30 SYD 12.00$                $360.00

Path Aggregate Base, 21AA, 8 inch 120 SYD 12.00$                $1,440.00

Path Shoulder, Cl II, 4 inch, Modified 30 SYD 12.00$                $360.00

Grading, Modified 2485 FT 10.00$                $24,850.00

Pavilion on Concrete Pad 1 LSUM  $         24,500.00 $24,500.00

Picnic Table 1 LSUM  $           5,200.00 $5,200.00

Benches on Concrete Pad 2 EACH 4,200.00$           $8,400.00

Litter Refuse and Recycling 1 EACH 3,200.00$           $3,200.00

Wayfinding Signage 1 EACH  $           1,000.00 $1,000.00

Lit Entry Signage 1 EACH 4,200.00$           $4,200.00

Landscape Boulders 10 TON 600.00$              $6,000.00

Split rail fencing 230 FT 23.00$                $5,290.00

Overhead Lights on Poles 2 EACH 3,000.00$           $6,000.00

Riprap, Plain 16 SYD 75.00$                $1,200.00

Geotextile 16 SYD 52.00$                $832.00

Sub-Total $234,682.00

15% Design and Construction Engineering Costs $35,202.30

TOTAL ESTIMATED PROJECT COST $269,884.30

City of Auburn Hills

Kayak Point Park

6-Mar-18



 



Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: City of Auburn Hills TF18-0059

Application Narrative

*I. Project Justification and Support:

This park development is the City of Auburn Hills’ number one priority at this time and this is our only grant 

application to the MDNR for 2018. This type of park project is included in our current Parks & Recreation 

Master Plan (2014-18) and its intent and design meets one of our top long-standing goals and objectives to 

develop the Clinton River in Auburn Hills as a recreational resource (page 13, 53-54). A park improvement of 

this type with river access is consistent with the goals of the MDNR, the Trust Fund grant program, The 

Michigan SCORP, SEMCOG's Green Infrastructure Vision for Southeast Michigan, and the Clinton River 

Watershed Council's Water Towns program. The Clinton River in this area is quickly becoming the recreational 

asset that many have dreamed of and worked so hard for over the years. According to Pure Michigan, “no 

matter where you are in Michigan, you’re only six miles from a lake, river or stream, making opportunities to 

head out in a kayak or canoe almost endless". In Auburn Hills, we've seen a steady increase in paddling activity 

on the Clinton River. We now have two professional companies operating kayak and canoe liveries in Auburn 

Hills and downstream – both are growing each year and are servicing more paddlers every season. They are 

truly invested in the river and are involved in on-going river clean-ups and local river events. The City has seen a 

gradual increase in paddlers at our annual Paddlepallooza event since we began offering it in partnership with 

the City of Rochester Hills in 2008 with 135 crafts on the water at last summers event! Through a number of 

user surveys and feedback from paddlers, it has become clear that the development of the Water Trail would be 

an amenity and attraction for residents and guests alike with many recreational and economic benefits. In 

Auburn Hills, our plan is to use every inch of the river we can for this – starting at Opdyke Rd. at the western 

border and heading downstream 3.5 miles to the eastern boundary of Auburn Hills near Hamlin Rd., M-59. 

Within this 3.5 mile river stretch, our long-term goal is to have three parks each with a kayak/canoe launch 

beginning on the western boundary with this park development application at Kayak Point Park. Auburn Hills 

currently owns and operates two parks along the Clinton River downstream from this project site - Riverside 

Park in the heart of our blossoming downtown and River Woods Park located further downstream . This project 

has the full support of 12 of our partner organizations who have all provided letters of support and is consistent 

with their recreation and natural resource access goals including: DNR Fisheries; SEMCOG; Oakland County 

Economic & Planning; the Clinton River Watershed Council; Trout Unlimited; Friends of the Clinton River Trail; 

our adjacent neighbors downstream the City of Rochester Hills; local businesses, two active liveries operating 

on the river and one adjacent business property owner.

*II. Project Description:

To be the “Water Town” we want to be, further development and improvements on the Clinton River are 

needed. We have a great opportunity to make this a really special place within Auburn Hills and Oakland 

County where paddling is fun, easy to do, and available for everyone. Universally accessible features of this 

new riverfront park site will include: a kayak/canoe launch with river access; nature trails; parking lot; picnic 

shelter and seating. Thoughtful, creative and modest design is intended to: maximize the protection and 

recreational use of the Clinton River and the natural corridor; minimize the disruption to the natural resources; 

and offer the best possible visibility throughout the park site for user safety and security . The entrance drive for 

vehicles and pedestrians/bikes is placed at the southern portion of the property off of Auburn Rd. with the 

looping drive and parking spaces placed in the existing open areas allowing for little to no tree removal and the 

opportunity to re-vegetate the site using native plants in the landscaping. Hard-surfaced asphalt pathways will 

connect pedestrians to and from the existing pathways/sidewalk onto Auburn Rd. and to the entire Auburn Hills 

pathway network, including to the award-winning Clinton River Trail, located just a half mile south of this park. 

These pathways will link directly into the park and onto a smaller network of connected, looping trails in the park 

all connected back to the parking area. Asphalt is the preferred surface for this project due to it's location in the 
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Organization: City of Auburn Hills TF18-0059

Application Narrative

floodplain and the flooding that occurs at this site. We feel it will have a better chance of survival than softer 

materials (pervious pavement, crushed limestone, woodchips), and because it is the most accessible surface 

choice for the widest variety of users. Storm water will be enhanced during run-off from the paved surfaces 

through the use of vegetated bio-swales and rain gardens. High efficiency LED lighting, most solar powered, 

will light the entrance, looping drive and parking areas for user safety during the dawn and dusk hours, and 

overnight to improve security/surveillance of the park. At Kayak Point Park, the main feature will be an 

accessible kayak/canoe launch point on the Clinton River, along with new, accessible nature trails with river 

access points for fishing, some with benches for relaxation and wildlife viewing. We feel the design for river 

access at the launch area will accommodate active, physically challenged paddlers. Way finding and safety 

signage to help navigate the river along with color-coded and numbered safety marker signage on the river 

itself for added safety are included. For convenience, a kayak locker storage area is included. Landscaping to 

enhance the park site will include native grasses and plantings, trees and shrubs, with split-rail fence and 

boulder rock to finish the design. A turf area and a small picnic shelter are included with seating and recycling 

and trash receptacles.

*III. Natural Resource Access and Protection:

Oakland County's collaborative community-based Green Infrastructure Vision acts as the foundation for an 

integrated conservation network, it builds on individual community efforts and promotes collaboration. The 

Green Infrastructure maps show this proposed park site and it's connecting Clinton River corridor all the way 

through Auburn Hills as a HUB site, with opportunities to highlight and connect this open space to extend 

beyond Auburn Hills boundaries. The project will provide direct, new access to the Clinton River for water 

recreation opportunities like kayaking, canoeing, fishing, nature viewing and appreciation, and relaxation. A 

new public access point with universal design on the Clinton River in this location will allow for a variety of new 

recreational opportunities, not only within the entire project area (8 acres, 800+ feet of river frontage), but it 

creates new access to an additional 2 miles of the Clinton River downstream previously unusable by the public 

due to access limitations and unmanaged river conditions. In 2018-19, in anticipation of having a new, 

upstream access point (Kayak Point Park), the City of Auburn Hills will be preparing this existing, unmanaged 2 

mile section of the river by removing woody debris that has accumulated for many years. The City currently 

cleans woody debris on the Clinton River between Riverside Park and River Woods Park , and the addition of 

this upstream section of the river will bring the total distance of river being cared for by the City to 3.5 miles of 

the 63 miles of the Clinton River available for paddlers. This effort will also open this new river section up for 

more high quality river fishing. Currently, due to the efforts and support of many people and organizations past 

and present, the Clinton River in Auburn Hills is considered a Cold Water Fishery with year-round stream trout 

opportunities. The Clinton River Coldwater Conservation Project (CRCCP) - over the last 14 years the City of 

Auburn Hills in partnership with the Clinton River Watershed Council , Trout Unlimited and the Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) Fisheries Division have all worked together to help improve and promote its urban 

fishery in Auburn Hills all the way down to Yates Cider Mill. Brown Trout and Rainbow Trout are the top two fish 

that anglers are after in these waters and they can be found regularly in-season. In Auburn Hills, our DPW Parks 

& Ground Division and Forestry Division will be responsible for maintaining this park site and managing its 

natural resources. The plan seeks to minimize disruption of the natural features while maximizing the 

opportunities for public recreational use, while maintaining the highest level of safety and cleanliness possible. 

This project will help protect threatened species of Spotted Turtle (5 occurrences in 2001) and the Eastern 

Massasaugas Snake (29 occurrences in 2015): source MNFI - and protect and provide habitat for existing 

wildlife at this location.
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*IV. Other Information:

First we would plan and hold a ground-breaking event rain or shine, then upon completion of the project and the 

opening of the new park we would hold a ribbon-cutting and grand opening event. Not just any ribbon-cutting 

grand opening event–it will include outdoor recreation activity opportunities for all attendees (like try a kayak, 

cast for a fish, enjoy the water’s edge, and more!) Everyone we know that’s helped in the past or been involved 

in developing the river will be invited to celebrate! This park will be included in the city inventory of parks and 

open spaces, and will be included in all marketing and advertising opportunities including: website; social 

media; newsletters; parks brochure and our cool Virtual Tour available on our website . We are working on 

obtaining GoPro footage from a known kayaker in the area from last years’ Paddlepalooza event so we can 

also add that to the virtual tour! A detailed press release will be developed and distributed by our Community 

Relations team for both events. We operate with a full-service Parks & Recreation Department and Department 

of Public Works Parks & Grounds Division. We have a Park Security program in place that has proven to be 

effective in promoting the parks and facilities to the community and in reducing vandalism . Working closely with 

our Police Department officers, Parks & Recreation Department Park Rangers are out in the parks 7 days a 

week helping to make sure people are enjoying the facilities and following the rules. Our Park Rangers will add 

this new proposed park into their daily park visit schedule. The layout of the park will allow for excellent visibility 

from two major roads and from within the park, and park lighting will provide added safety at dawn and dusk for 

users, and overnight to assist our law enforcement team. Park rules signs will be located in a visible location 

near the entrance so that park users understand the expectations for use of the park upon arrival.

Page 3 of 303/20/2018



 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

CONSIDERATION OF MNRTF GRANT APPLICATION  
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW CITY PARK 

 
 

A public meeting will be held by the Auburn Hills Planning Commission/Recreation 
Commission on Wednesday, March 14, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Robert W. Grusnick Public 
Safety Building which is located at 1899 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI  48326, regarding 
the City of Auburn Hills consideration of an Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNFTF) 
grant application for the development of a new city park along the Clinton River at 2041 
Auburn Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326. 
 
Those wishing to view and participate in the meeting are welcome to attend and provide 
their comments.   
 
Persons wishing to express their views may do so in person at the meeting, in writing 
addressed to the Recreation Commission c/o Brian Marzolf, Recreation Director at 1827 N. 
Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI  48326.  For additional information or to provide comments 
by phone persons may contact Brain Marzolf, Recreation Director at 248-370-9353.  
 
After hearing comments from interested persons at this meeting, the Recreation 
Commission may take action to approve the submission of the proposed grant application. 
 
The proposed grant application may be examined in advance of the meeting during regular 
business hours at the Auburn Hills Community Center - 1827 N. Squirrel Road.   
 
Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk's Office at 248-370-
9402 or the City Manager's Office at 248-370-9440 - 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Staff will 
be pleased to make the necessary arrangements. 
 



The City of Auburn Hills 

                 City Council Workshop Minutes                                 
December 11, 2017 

 

 

CALL  TO ORDER: by Mayor McDaniel at 5:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Admin Conf. Room, City Hall, 1827 N. Squirrel Rd., Auburn Hills, MI  48326 

 

Present:   Mayor McDaniel, Council Members Hammond, Kittle, Knight, Mitchell, and 
Verbeke 
Absent:   Council Member Burmeister 

Also Present: City Manager Tanghe, Assistant City Manager Grice, Police Chief 
Olko, City Clerk Kowal, Asst. Fire Chief Macias, Senior Director Adcock, Community 
Development Director Cohen, Deputy Clerk Pierce, City Attorney Beckerleg, Assessor 
Griffin, Recreation Director Marzolf, City Engineer Juidici, Manager of Business 
Development Carroll, Director of Authorities Seimer, Executive Assistant to the City 
Manager and Mayor and Council Weber, and Management Asst. Intern Thomas. 

 

Mayor McDaniel called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  
  

The first topic was the relocation of the 2018 SummerFest, due to construction in downtown 
Auburn Hills.  

 

Mr. Grice explained that the Passive Park option is recommended.  The best feature of the 
site is the access to the river.  A canoe launch area could be added and patrons could go 
on an eighty minute canoe ride within the City borders.  A trail loop around the river could 
also be added with viewing areas.  Maintenance would be kept to a minimum.  The parking 
lot would be a challenge and a porous material would have to be used.  He noted that the 
City would seek grants for this project. 

 

Mr. Knight questioned if permission could be obtained from the DNR to dredge the river to 
allow for fishing.  Mr. Keenan explained that sedimentation would fill the hole quickly.  

 

Mr. Cohen explained that the northern section of the site is a more complicated area and 
has very poor soil conditions.  He presented the options for development of the northern 
portion of the site which include: 

 Passive Park 

 Allow development as zoned B2, such as fast food, gas station or small store, 
however this is not an ideal option. 

 Encourage multi-family residential 

 Encourage multiple industrial buildings.  Mr. Knight noted that this could not be done 
without talking to the residents in the area.  Mayor McDaniel questioned the 
insurability of buildings located in a known flood zone.  Mr. Cohen explained that 
the area could sustain the buildings with a pond and fountain feature which would 
collect the water. 

 



Workshop Minutes 
October 9, 2017 
Page 2 

 
Mr. Tanghe explained that the City could apply for funding grants.  Mr. Marzolf noted that 
the grants could be applied for in April and the City could apply for more than one grant.  
Mr. Burmeister suggested researching pollinator programs and grants. 

 

Mr. Knight questioned the annual maintenance cost of a passive park.  Mr. Grice explained 
that it would depend on the size of the lot and how large of an area would be maintained.  
He noted that it would be a seasonal park, closing in the winter months. 

 

Mr. Ouellette, Chairman of the Planning Commission, commented that the passive park is 
good idea.  He questioned why the area floods.  Mr. Juidici explained that it is a low lying 
area. 

 

The City Council members expressed support of developing a passive park for the site. 

 

Mr. Cohen presented the updated design of the Saber Building, which includes matching 
the color with the Curbco Building and adding an architectural feature to the building.  While 
one Council member thought the design looked more like a barn, several others expressed 
that the architectural feature was an improvement over the previous design.  

 

Mr. Cohen pointed out that the architecture meets the City’s design policy.   The City 
Council members expressed support to allow for administrative approval of the updated 
design. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terri Kowal, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

__________________________                               __________________________ 

Kevin A. McDaniel, Mayor    Terri Kowal, City Clerk 
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COUNTRY 
KITCHEN 

PROPERTY
( A N D  S U R R O U N D I N G  L A N D )

October 9, 2017
City Council Study Session

PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

1. Introduction of  Project and Team

2. Country Kitchen’s Floodplain Limitations 

3. Development Options – Southern Section

4. Development Options – Northern Section and Vicinity

5. Discussion of  Next Steps

GENERAL SITE BOUNDARIES

SOUTH 
8.06 
acres

NORTH
4.17 
acres

POSSIBLE CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS

1. Agree to convert the southern section 
into a passive park.  

2. Direct the Planning Commission to 
conduct a master land use plan study
of  the Opdyke/Hillfield subarea.

3. Revisit development options for the 
northern section after reviewing the 
Planning Commission’s study findings. 

Planning Commission and Staff

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

THE COUNTRY KITCHEN
July 2013 - Closed after severe flooding from 
the Clinton River, which made it cost prohibitive to 
renovate. 

September 2015 - Demolished by the owner

July 2017 – 12-acre site acquired by the City of  
Auburn Hills via tax foreclosure ($43,000)

1950’s 1968

2015
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THE COUNTRY KITCHEN AND VICINITY

August 2012 July 2011

FLOOD PRONE AREAS

FEMA Flood Zone Map GIS Map

FLOOD PRONE AREAS 

FEMA

Floodway
“Remain 

Unobstructed”

South of  the Clinton River

North of  the Clinton River

Surveyed Elevation

100 Year Flood 

Hazard Area
1% annual chance of flood

350 feet

4
2

0
 f

ee
t

Approximately 
3.4 acres upland 

(generally outside of  all 
floodplain designations)

1974 TODAY

43 YEARS

Master Land Use Plan Excerpt                                                                                              Zoning Map Excerpt

MASTER LAND USE PLAN AND ZONING 2007 OPDYKE ROAD LAND USE PLAN

Plan Excerpt

The Planning Commission completed the study in October 2006.  Plan was approved in February 2007.
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VACANT WALMART - CONVERTED TO LEGEND VALVE

Legend Valve spent $5 million in 2011/2012 to covert the vacant building into a 
151,000 sq. ft. warehouse and distribution facility

BEFORE

AFTER

A Wal-Mart retail store operated on the site from 1996 to 2008.  The store officially went “dark” in February 2008.

DEI PUD PROPOSAL 

53,000 sq. ft.
Speculative Light Industrial Building
$5 million investment

Project is dead
• Foundry sand type fill found over highly organic peat 

and marl swamp type soils
• 1,079 steel piles needed - 40 feet long to support the 

weight of  the building.
• Cost of  piles was estimated at $1.94 million. 

(2016)

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN - PONTIAC SILVERDOME SITE

127.5-acre site 

A. 500,000 corporate headquarters or light 
industrial building.

B. Four single-story light industrial buildings 
totaling 750,000 square feet.

C. Retail and entertainment space totaling 
192,000 square feet.

D. 104,000 square foot hotel.

E. 46,000 square feet of  residential space.

F. 50,000 square feet of  multi-tenant commercial 
space that would include restaurants.

Mixed-use development totaling 1.64 million square feet 

A

B

B

B B

C

D

E

F

REDEVELOPMENT OPTIONS PART ONE:

SOUTHERN SECTION

GENERAL SITE BOUNDARIES

SOUTH 
8.06 
acres

NORTH
4.17 
acres

A. NATURE PRESERVE:  LET IT GO WILD

B. NATURE PRESERVE: BASIC MAINTAINED

C. PASSIVE PARK 

D. ACTIVE PARK

E. SELL FOR REDEVELOPMENT AS ZONED

OPTIONS FOR SOUTHERN AREA
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OPTION C – PASSIVE PARK

Auburn Hills 
ID Sign

City 
owned 

lot

Trail Loop with 
viewing areas

Porous Pavement 
Parking Lot and 
Canoe Launch

REDEVELOPMENT OPTIONS PART TW0:

NORTHERN SECTION

GENERAL SITE BOUNDARIES

SOUTH 
8.06 
acres

NORTH
4.17 
acres

A. PASSIVE PARK

B. ALLOW DEVELOPMENT AS ZONED

C. MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL PER 
2007 PLAN: PREFERENCE #1

D. LIGHT INDUSTRIAL PER  
2007 PLAN: PREFERENCE #2

OPTIONS FOR NORTHERN AREA OPTION B – DEVELOP AS B-2 ZONED

Two Drive-Thru Restaurants 
(3-4 acres)
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EXAMPLE OF SIDE 
BY SIDE DRIVE-THRU 
RESTAURANTS

AUBURN MILE
•WENDY’S
•ARBY’S

HILLFIELD ROAD - LAND CONSOLIDATION OPPORTUNITIES

OPTION C – ENCOURAGE MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
Approximately 144-160 units - Garden-Style Apartments

OPTION D.1 – ENCOURAGE MULTIPLE INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 
Two Industrial Buildings: 131K and 61K sq. ft.

125K
60K

151K (206K 

with expansion)

77K

87K

79K

OPTION D.2 – ENCOURAGE A SINGLE INDUSTRIAL BUILDING

200K sq. ft.

77K

79K

37K

68K

27K

87K

151K (206K 

with expansion)

POSSIBLE CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS

1. Agree to convert the southern section 
into a passive park.  

2. Direct the Planning Commission to 
conduct a master land use plan study
of  the Opdyke/Hillfield subarea.

3. Revisit development options for the 
northern section after reviewing the 
Planning Commission’s study findings. 

Planning Commission and Staff



CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
RESOLUTION 

 
 

WHEREAS, The City of Auburn Hills supports the submission of an application titled, “Auburn Hills 

Kayak  Point  Park  Development”,  to  the  Michigan  Department  of  Natural  Resources  Trust  Fund  for 

Development of SEE ATTACHMENT at Kayak Point Park; and,  

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Community’s 5‐Year Approved Parks and 

Recreation Plan; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn Hills is hereby making a financial commitment to the project in the 

amount of $70,200 matching funds, in cash and/or force account; and,  

NOW  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  The  Auburn  Hills  City  Council  hereby  authorizes 

submission of a MDNR Trust Fund Grant Application for $199,600, and further resolves to make available 

its financial obligation amount of $70,200 (26%) for a total project cost of $269,800, during the 2019‐2020 

fiscal year. 

 

AYES: 

NAYES: 

ABSENT: 

 

MOTION APPROVED. 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a Resolution duly made and passed by ___________________ 

of______________________________________________ and their regular meeting held on 

__________________2018, at ________________P.M. in ____________________________________ 

with a quorum present. 

 

 

 

Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 

 



 

 

C I T Y  O F  A U B U R N  H I L L S  
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  A G E N D A  

M E E T I N G  D A T E :  M A R C H  2 6 ,  2 0 1 8  A G E N D A  I T E M  N O .   9 C .  
    C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager, Steven J. Cohen, Director of Community Development, and Shawn 
Keenan, City Planner  

Submitted: March 20, 2018  

Subject: Motion – Accept the Planning Commission’s Findings and Grant Staff Permission to Distribute the Draft 
Amendment to the Master Land Use Plan 

 
OVERVIEW 
On March 14, 2018, the Planning Commission unanimously moved to proceed with an amendment to the 2009 Master 
Land Use Plan and brochure format. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New changes include the following: 
1. Changing the land use classification of Oakland Community College’s property from Public to Non-Residential. 

Updated Master Land Use Plan
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2. Amending the planned housing density for the parcel located on the north side of Squirrel Court, between the former 
Yoursource building and Riverside Park, from 10.0 units per acre to 15.0 units per acre to reflect the density of the 
recently approved Riverside Townes PUD. 

 
OVERVIEW (cont.) 
 
Primary editorial changes to the map include the following: 
1. Adding the changes to the land use map relating to the West Auburn Road Neighborhood Master Plan (2012), 

Northeast Corner Neighborhood Plan (2015/2016), and Auburn Hills DPW Facility and Oakland County Animal 
Control Shelter Property (2017). 

2. Adding the Riverwalk Master Plan (2009), West Auburn Road Neighborhood Master Plan (2012), Age-Friendly Action 
Plan (2015), Industrial Property Analysis (2015), and the Palace of Auburn Hills Site Redevelopment Study (2017) to 
the list of referenced polices and plans on the document. 

3. Re-writing the general description of the community, updating the land use calculations, and updating the list of public 
officials.  

4. Clarifying in the interpretation section of the master plan that residential uses may be allowed within the non-
residential land use classification via the Planned Unit Development Option (e.g., Five Points of Auburn Hills 
Apartments project).  

5. Removing the Clinton River District call-out and Commonwealth Neighborhood call-out map excerpts.  
6. Amending the planned housing density for open-space developments within areas identified in the amended 

Northeast Corner Neighborhood Master Plan from 2.5 units per acre to 3.0 units per acre. 
 
Please note that the Master Land Use Plan is intended to incorporate the findings of the neighborhood master plans.  If 
there is ever a conflict between the Master Land Use Plan and a neighborhood master plan, the land use 
recommendations of the neighborhood master plan will govern.   
 
Once the amended Master Land Use Plan is adopted by the Planning Commission and formally received by the City 
Council, then a new brochure will be published and distributed. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
Staff has scheduled this amendment to cycle through the planning process by the end of June 2018, as described below: 
 

Date Action 

March 14, 2018 The Planning Commission reviewed the draft amendment and forwarded it to City Council for permission to 
distribute for comment. 
 

March 26, 2018 The City Council reviews the amendments and grants permission to distribute it to adjacent 
municipalities, Oakland County, SEMCOG, and utilities for comment.  A 42-day comment period is 
required per State law. 
 

May 8, 2018 The Oakland County Zoning Coordinating Committee conducts an advisory review of the amendment. 
 

June 13, 2018 The Planning Commission anticipates a public hearing to adopt the amendment.  Notice is placed in the 
Oakland Press and sent to adjacent municipalities and others at least 15 days before the hearing. 
 

June 25, 2018 Upon Planning Commission adoption, the City Council formally receives and files the amendment. 
 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the draft amended Master Land Use Plan and brochure as proposed.  The changes to the 
plan will be consistent with the future land use classifications of adjacent and surrounding properties in both the City of 
Auburn Hills and neighboring municipalities. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
Recommended Approval on March 14, 2018 (8-0 vote)  
 
MOTION 
“Move to accept the Planning Commission’s findings and grant staff permission to distribute the draft Master 
Land Use Plan amendment per State law.” 
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 I CONCUR: 

 THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Ouellette called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present:  Beidoun, Hitchcock, Mendieta, Moniz, Ochs, Ouellette, Pederson, Pierce  
     Absent:   Shearer  

 Also Present:   Assistant City Planner Shawn Keenan, Recreation Director Brian Marzolf, DPW                         
  Deputy Director Aaron Stahly, City Engineer Timothy Juidici  

 Guests:   4 
 

LOCATION:  Robert W. Grusnick Public Safety Building, 1899 N. Squirrel Roads, Auburn Hills, MI  48326 
 
8.  NEW BUSINESS   
 
8b. Master Land Use Plan (8:55 p.m.) 
 Motion - Support the Draft Amendment to the Master Land Use Plan in Concept and Forward to the City Council 

Requesting Permission to Distribute Per State Law. 
 
Mr. Keenan presented the draft amendments made to the City’s Master Land Use Plan to the Commission.  He 
explained that many of the amendments in the plan reflect the amendments that were made to neighborhood master 
plans, dating back to 2012.   
 
Mr. Keenan noted that it was the consensus of the Planning Commission, during their October 11, 2017 meeting, to 
amend the existing 2009 Master Land Use Plan and brochure format while keeping a focus on conducting 
neighborhood or subarea planning studies.  He explained the revisions within the draft plan reflect the changes 
discussed during the October meeting.     
 
Mr. Keenan noted the primary editorial changes to the map include: 
1. Adding the changes to the land use map relating to the Auburn Hills DPW Facility and Oakland County Animal 

Control Shelter Property (2017), Northeast Corner Neighborhood Plan (2015/2016), and West Auburn Road 
Neighborhood Master Plan (2012) amendments. 

2. Adding the Riverwalk Master Plan (2009), Age-Friendly Action Plan (2015), Industrial Property Analysis (2015), 
West Auburn Road Neighborhood Master Plan (2012), and the Palace of Auburn Hills Site Redevelopment Study 
(2017) to the list of plans on the document. 

3. Re-writing the general description of the community, updating the land use calculations, and updating the list of 
public officials.  

4. Clarifying in the interpretation section of the master plan that residential uses may be allowed within the non-
residential land use classification via Planned Unit Development Option (e.g. Five Points of Auburn Hills 
Apartments project).  

5. Removing the Clinton River District call-out map and Commonwealth Neighborhood call-out map.  
6. Amending the planned housing density for open-space developments within areas identified in the Northeast 

Corner Neighborhood Master Plan from 2.5 units per acre to 3.0 units per acre. 
 
Mr. Keenan noted the primary new changes include: 
1. Changing Oakland Community College’s property from Public to Non-Residential. 
2. Amending the planned housing density for the parcel located on the north side of Squirrel Court, between the 

former Yoursource building and Riverside Park, from 10.0 units per acre to 15.0 units per acre to reflect the density 
of the recently approved Riverside Townes PUD. 

 
Moved by Mr. Mendieta to support the draft amendments to the Master Land Use Plan and brochure in 
concept and forward it to the City Council requesting permission to distribute per State law. 
Supported by Mr. Pierce. 
 
VOTE:  Yes: Beidoun, Hitchcock, Mendieta, Moniz, Ochs, Ouellette, Pederson, Pierce  
 No:  None  Motion Carried (8-0) 
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The Master Land Use Plan, which appears inside this brochure, provides a graphic illustration of the planned land use for all prope�ies 
within the City.  This document serves as an editorial update to the 2009 plan and a guide for future land use development decisions.  
The plan reflects a policy statement which is directive rather than regulatory, and is subject to change when appropriate conditions 
and principles of planning can be met.  As shown in the table below, the City of Auburn Hills is master-planned for an even mixture of 
residential and non-residential uses at build-out.

future land use plan

FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES 
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS MASTER LAND USE PLAN

LAND USE CLASSIFICATION
PUBLIC

RESIDENTIAL
NON-RESIDENTIAL

AREA IN ACRES*
839

3,600
4,676

PERCENTAGE OF CITY
9.25%
39.5%
51.3%

 *APPROXIMATE LAND AREA OF AUBURN HILLS IS 9,115 ACRES
NOT INCLUDING ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY

PUBLIC – Intended to provide for public or quasi-public lands which are designated for the use of the community at large.  Such uses 
include the City’s parks, governmental facilities, public schools, colleges, and universities.
RESIDENTIAL – Intended to provide for a variety of housing types (e.g., single-family, multiple-family, senior housing, and mobile 
home) and other uses customarily related to residential uses of land (e.g., places of worship, public and private schools, and parks).  
The residential density pa�erns shown on the master plan map are intended to provide direction as to the community’s desired 
housing density at build-out.
NON-RESIDENTIAL – Intended for all land uses not covered under the public and residential use classifications. Residential and mixed 
use developments shall only be permi�ed within areas designated as non-residential via Planned Unit Development process.

interpretation of the master land use plan

The Master Land Use Plan is a guide for future zoning, but not intended to coincide exactly with either the current or future zoning 
classification of prope�ies.  For example, in many instances, there may be more than one non-residential zoning classification that 
would be consistent with the intent of the plan, therefore additional factors such as existing land uses in the area, existing zoning 
pa�ern, and physical features of the land must be considered in determining the most appropriate zoning of parcels shown as 
non-residential on the plan.  However, the plan is intended to provide more specific direction when addressing residential land use.
The plan clearly identifies locations of residential areas and their corresponding planned housing density.  Rezoning and development 
proposals shall be consistent with density pa�erns and land use classifications shown on the plan.

Lastly, the Master Land Use Plan incorporates the findings of the neighborhood master plans, subarea studies, or policies; which are 
adopted as amendments to the plan.  If there is a conflict between the Master Land Use Plan or the above mentioned plans and 
studies, the land use recommendations of the neighborhood master plan, subarea study, and policy shall govern.

Relation of the Master Land Use Plan to Zoning

WE ENVISION A COMMUNITY THAT…
•  Has the hea� of a small town that operates with the excellence of a world class city;
•  Bases its values on effective planning, responsible land use, balanced growth, and responsive government;
•  Is racially and culturally diverse;
•  Is a “City of Neighborhoods” with housing of all types, quality public and private schools, places of worship, and convenient parks;
•  Suppo�s the economic health of the community by maintaining a strong environment for business to prosper;
•  Is widely recognized as a place where residents, business owners, and visitors feel welcome and safe, and where neighborhoods and business 
   districts exhibit a strong, clean, and a�ractive identity;
•  Has a vibrant Downtown with provides a sense of place and pride;
•  Honors its heritage and respects its natural areas;
•  Is equitable and fiscally responsible in providing, maintaining, and upgrading public services and infrastructure;
•  Takes pride in hosting several institutions of higher learning (e.g., Oakland University, Oakland University-William Beaumont School of Medicine, Western 
   Michigan University-Cooley Law School, Oakland Community College, and Baker College) and welcomes them as a vital member of the community.

our vision for the future

Each of us has a vision of what Auburn Hills should be like in the future. Although our visions are different, they share common qualities. We 
aspire to create a safe, beautiful City for ourselves, our children, and future generations. We envision a City with diverse housing oppo�unities, 
where the natural environment is protected, where excellent services are provided, and where citizens have a say in government. We aspire to 
create a City that is economically healthy and a good place to live, work and play.

The Master Land Use Plan for the City of Auburn Hills is substantially compatible with the master plans of its surrounding 
municipalities.  The City of Auburn Hills shares mutual concerns with our neighboring communities regarding future development 
pa�erns and pressures; the impacts of development on shared transpo�ation facilities and utility systems; and changes being 
introduced in our communities that may enhance or threaten our existing resources, lifestyles and economy.  As the region continues 
to grow and change, the City of Auburn Hills will strive to coordinate its planning effo�s with adjacent municipalities, Oakland County, 
and the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG).

Plan Compatibility with Adjacent Communities
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1827 N. SQUIRREL RD. AUBURN HILLS, MI 48326  248.364.6900
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“Make not li�le plans; they have no magic to stir men’s blood and probably themselves will not be 
realized.  Make big plans; aim high in hope and work, remembering that a noble logical diagram 
once recorded will never die.”  -Daniel H. Burnham (1910)

master land use plan
The City of Auburn Hills

The City of Auburn Hills is a proud and dynamic community with a population of approximately 23,000 people.  It is well known for being 
financially strong, full of vibrant neighborhoods, and home to numerous world-class businesses.

Since its incorporation into a City in 1983, the 17.5 square mile community has carved out its niche as a high-tech center.  The City’s 
proximity to I-75, M-59, Oakland University, and Oakland Community College; the natural spread of development no�h from Detroit; the 
availability of large tracts of open land; and a progressive tax abatement policy have helped spur rapid growth and development. 

The City of Auburn Hills is home to over 80 international corporations from 18 different countries, including most notably the City’s 
largest employer, Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, which contributes over 26% of the community’s tax base.  The City hosts Great Lakes 
Crossing Outlets, which is the second largest regional shopping center in Michigan and home of Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World, Sea Life 
Michigan Aquarium and LEGOLAND Discovery Center Michigan.

It should be noted that with the influx of growth and development, City leaders have historically worked hard to protect the community’s 
residential neighborhoods from the encroachment of non-residential development.  Our neighborhoods are the building blocks of our 
City. Healthy, safe, a�ractive and diverse neighborhoods are essential to encouraging a strong residential base in the community. 
The strong desire to protect and invest in these areas is a core value in Auburn Hills.

Tax records show that Auburn Hills presently consists of about 83% non-residential taxpayers and 17% residential, which is the reverse of 
most municipalities.  The additional tax revenue raised has allowed Auburn Hills to invest monies into its roads and infrastructure, 
municipal facilities, and neighborhoods.  Fu�her, the City’s prope�y tax structure has allowed the City Council to maintain one of the 
lowest city prope�y tax rates in the County without compromising the quantity and quality of the services provided. 

In summary, we believe Auburn Hills is master-planned to be a complete and balanced city, which is fiscally
prepared for years to come.

DEFINING AUBURN HILLS

The City of Auburn Hills Master Land Use Plan strives to build a coherent vision of the City’s future from the visions of a 
diverse population. It integrates the aspirations of the City’s residents, businesses, neighborhoods, and officials into a clear 
strategy for managing future growth. The enclosed plan was created jointly by the Auburn Hills Planning Commission and City 
Council under the authority of the Municipal Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, to serve as the primary tool for 
guiding the physical development of our community.

 

The predominant land use pa�erns in Auburn Hills are well-established, and have been 
reinforced over the last thi�y-five years.  Although modest changes and refinement 
have occurred, and some new issues have arisen, the basic land use pa�erns in the City 
have not changed significantly since adoption of the 1986 Generalized Long Range 
Master Land Use Plan.  The following key characteristics describe the existing land use 
pa�erns in the City:

• Auburn Hills is nearly fully developed, with only 11.6% vacant land area.  
   Depending on market conditions, remaining vacant land is projected to be 
   built-out by 2025.  The majority of the City’s vacant parcels can be found in the 
   no�hern pa� of the community.  

• Residential parcels in the central and southern pa�s of the City are nearly 
   built-out, while oppo�unities for new residential development remain in the 
   no�hern pa� of the community.

• High technology, industrial, commercial service, and public/institutional 
   centers are located throughout the City, along key transpo�ation corridors, 
   providing convenient goods and services and employment oppo�unities for City 
   residents and areas beyond.  These uses constitute 44% of the City’s existing land 
   use, which is why the City has a daytime population of nearly 100,000 people.

www.AuburnHills.org

EXISTING LAND USE BREAKDOWN
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS - 2017

EXISTING LAND
USE CLASSIFICATION

PERCENTAGE
OF THE CITY

RESIDENTIAL

INDUSTRIAL

VACANT

PUBLIC/INSTITUTIONAL

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE

RECREATION/CONSERVATION

WATER

TRANS/UTILITY/COMM.

ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY

RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY

TOTAL

23.2%

22.7%

11.6%

10.1%

8.0%

5.6%

1.9%

0.9%

15.9%

0.1%

100%

SOURCE: OAKLAND COUNTY PLANNING AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

existing land use patterns





The City of Auburn Hills Master Land Use Plan strives to build a coherent vision of the City’s future from the visions of a diverse population. It
integrates the aspirations of the City’s residents, businesses, neighborhoods, and officials into a clear strategy for managing future growth. The
enclosed plan was created jointly by the Auburn Hills Planning Commission and City Council under the authority of the Municipal Planning

Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, to serve as the primary tool for guiding the physical development of our community.
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Defining Auburn Hills
The City of Auburn Hills is a proud and dynamic, 17.5 square mile community with a population of
approximately 20,000 people. We are a young City, incorporated in 1983 from the former Pontiac
Township. Characterized by rolling terrain, beautiful natural resources, including the Clinton River and
thousands of Michigan hardwoods and evergreens, the community is committed to: “Honoring the
Past and Building the Future,” which is our motto. In addition, the City’s proximity to Oakland
University and the I-75 and M-59 transportation corridors; the availability of large tracts of open land;
and a progressive tax abatement policy have helped spur unprecedented development over the past
30 years. Today, Auburn Hills has established a reputation for being a financially healthy, progressive
community that is home to numerous world class businesses, a growing center for higher education
and full of diverse, vibrant neighborhoods.

The major building blocks of our community include:
GLOBAL BUSINESS: Auburn Hills is home to over 60 international corporations. They include many
high-tech facilities and our largest employer, The Chrysler Group LLC, which constitutes over 15% of
the City’s tax base. We also host the Palace of Auburn Hills, a nationally recognized sports and
entertainment venue and home of the NBA’s Detroit Pistons. Great Lakes Crossing, Michigan’s second
largest regional shopping center, is one of our many valued retail assets.

CENTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION: The City takes pride in hosting a growing number of institutions of
higher learning, including: Oakland University, Cooley Law School, Oakland Community College,
Baker College, a Central Michigan University facility, and the Oakland University-William Beaumont
School of Medicine, which together attract over 35,000 students.

DIVERSE NEIGHBORHOODS:With the influx of growth and development, City leaders have worked hard
to protect the community’s residential neighborhoods from the encroachment of non-residential
development and the impact of increased traffic. We recognize that healthy, safe, attractive and
diverse neighborhoods are essential to encourage a strong residential base. The strong desire to
protect and invest in these areas is a core value in Auburn Hills.

ENVIRONMENTALLY PROGRESSIVE: In recent years, environmental sustainability, ground water quality,
land stewardship and the aesthetic appearance of our community have been hallmarks of Auburn Hills
planning consciousness. Park-like roadways lined with trees, walking and bike paths linking the
community and numerous parks are all evidence of the City’s harmonious integration of planned
development and natural resources. Auburn Hills has one of the strongest tree preservation policies in
Michigan and actively encourages developers to utilize LEED™ Green Building practices, when
feasible. The community has a long-term, strategic plan for a “River Walk” along the Clinton River that
will link two major parks and enhance its downtown area as a destination for outdoor recreation. The
Civic Center Campus (which includes the City’s Administrative Offices, Public Safety Building,
Community Center, and Library) is architecturally consistent with its original historic buildings and
signals the community’s interest in aesthetic appearance.

INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO PLANNING: Auburn Hills has initiated an innovative “neighborhood planning
program,” which encourages input and direction from residents on future neighborhood
development. The neighborhood plans or subarea studies, completed under this program, serve as
official amendments to the City’s Master Plan. The City plans with this comprehensive, flexible
technique because it promotes better decision-making and a higher level of public participation.

STRONG TAX BASE: Tax records show that the Auburn Hills tax base is about 85% nonresidential
taxpayer and 15% residential, which is the reverse of most municipalities. This revenue base has
allowed Auburn Hills to invest monies into its roads and infrastructure, municipal facilities, and
neighborhoods. The City’s property tax structure has allowed the City Council to maintain low
individual property tax rates in the community without jeopardizing funds available for services.

In summary, we believe Auburn Hills is master-planned to continue to develop as a vibrant, diverse,
progressive community that offers a wide range of residential, business, academic and development
opportunities, while retaining its natural beauty and small-town charm.

Existing Land Use Patterns
The predominant land use patterns in Auburn Hills are well-established, and have been reinforced
over the last 30 years. Although modest changes and refinements have occurred, and some new issues
have arisen, the basic land use patterns in the City have not changed significantly since adoption of
the 2002 Master Land Use Plan. The following key characteristics describe the existing land use
patterns in the City:

• Auburn Hills is nearly fully developed, with only 16% vacant land area. Depending on market
conditions, remaining vacant land is projected to be built-out by 2025. The majority of the City’s
vacant parcels can be found in the northern part of the community.

• Residential parcels in the central and southern parts of the City are nearly built-out, while
opportunities for new residential development remain in the northern part of the community;

• High technology, industrial, and commercial service, and public/institutional centers are located
throughout the City, along key transportation corridors, providing convenient goods and services
and employment opportunities for City residents and areas beyond. These uses constitute 47% of
the City’s existing land use, which is why the City has a daytime population of nearly 50,000 people.

Future Land Use Plan
The Master Land Use Plan, which appears inside this brochure, provides a graphic illustration of the
planned land use for all properties within the City. This document serves as an editorial update to the
2002 plan. The plan is a guide to future land use development, utilized by both public and private
entities in making land use decisions for the future. The plan reflects a policy statement which is
directive rather than regulatory, and is subject to change when appropriate conditions and principles
of planning can be met. As shown in the table that follows on the back page, the City of Auburn Hills is
master planned for an even mix of residential and nonresidential uses at build-out.

Interpretation of theMaster LandUse Plan
Defining the master plan’s land use categories
PUBLIC - Intended to provide for public or quasi-public lands which are designated for the use of the
community at large. Such uses include the City’s parks, governmental facilities, public schools,
colleges, and universities.
RESIDENTIAL - Intended to provide for a variety of housing types (e.g., single-family, multiple-family
(including senior housing opportunities), and mobile home) and other uses customarily related to
residential uses of land (e.g., places of worship, public and private schools, and parks). The residential
density patterns shown on the master plan map are intended to provide direction as to the
community’s desired housing density at build-out.
NON-RESIDENTIAL - Intended for all land uses not covered under the public and residential use
classifications. Mixed use developments (residential and business) shall only be permitted within
areas designated as non-residential and shall be proposed as Planned Unit Developments.

Relation of theMaster LandUse Plan to Zoning
The Master Land Use Plan is a guide for future zoning, but not intended to coincide exactly with
either the current or future zoning classification of properties. For example, in many instances, there
may be more than one non-residential zoning classification that would be consistent with the intent
of the Plan; therefore, additional factors such as existing land uses in the area, existing zoning
pattern, and physical features of the land must be considered in determining the most appropriate
zoning of parcels shown as non-residential on the Plan. However, the Plan is intended to provide
more specific direction when addressing residential land use. The Plan clearly identifies locations of
residential areas and their corresponding planned housing density. Rezoning and development
proposals shall be consistent with density patterns and land use classifications shown on the Plan.

Lastly, the Master Land Use Plan incorporates the findings of the neighborhood master plans,
subarea studies, or policies; which are adopted as amendments to the Plan. If there is a conflict
between the Master Land Use Plan or the above mentioned plans and studies, the land use
recommendations of the neighborhood master plan, subarea study, and policy shall govern.

Plan Compatibilitywith Adjacent Communities
The Master Land Use Plan for the City of Auburn Hills is substantially compatible with the master
plans of its surrounding municipalities. The City of Auburn Hills shares mutual concerns with our
neighboring communities regarding future development patterns and pressures; the impacts of
development on shared transportation facilities and utility systems; and changes being introduced
into our communities that may enhance or threaten our existing resources, lifestyles and economy.
As the region continues to grow and change, the City of Auburn Hills will strive to coordinate its
planning efforts with adjacent municipalities, Oakland County, and the Southeast Michigan Council
of Governments (SEMCOG).

Our Vision for the Future
WE ENVISION A COMMUNITY THAT…

• Bases its values on effective planning, responsible land use, balanced growth, and responsive government;
• Is racially and culturally diverse;
• Is a “City of Neighborhoods” with housing of all types, quality public and private schools, places of worship, and convenient parks;
• Supports the economic health of the community by maintaining a strong environment for business to prosper;
• Is widely recognized as a place where residents, business owners, and visitors feel welcome and safe, and where neighborhoods and business districts
exhibit a strong, clean and attractive identity;
• Has a vibrant Downtown which provides a sense of place and pride;
• Honors its heritage and respects its natural areas; and
• Is equitable and fiscally responsible in providing, maintaining, and upgrading public services and infrastructure.
• Takes pride in hosting several institutions of higher learning (e.g., Oakland University, Oakland University-William Beaumont School of Medicine,
Cooley Law School, Oakland Community College, Baker College, and Central Michigan University) and welcomes them as vital members of the community.

Each of us has a vision of what Auburn Hills should be like in the future. Although our visions are different, they share common qualities.
We aspire to create a safe, beautiful City for ourselves, our children, and future generations. We envision a City with diverse housing opportunities,

where the natural environment is protected, where excellent services are provided, and where citizens have a say in government.
We aspire to create a City that is economically healthy and a good place to live, work, and play.

FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS MASTER LAND USE PLAN
Land Use Classification AREA* (acres) Percentage of the City

Public 865 9.5%
Residential 3,675 40.3%

Non-Residential 4,575 50.2%
* Approximate land area of the City is 9,115 acres (not including road right-of-way)

EXISTING LAND USE
BREAKDOWN

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS
2008

Existing Land Use
Classification
Residential
Industrial
Vacant
Commercial/Office
Public/Institutional
Recreation
Water
Utility
Total

Percentage
of the City*

28%
24%
16%
11%
12%
6%
2%
1%

100%
* Not including road right-of-way

Source: Oakland County Planning and
Economic Development Services

Department of Community Development
1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 • 248-364-6900

FUTURE LAND USE PLAN, continued on back page...

FUTURE LAND USE PLAN, continued from front page...





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: Planning Commission Chairperson Ouellette called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL:   Present: Beidoun, Burmeister, Hitchcock, Mendieta, Ochs, Ouellette, Pederson,    

 Pierce, Shearer 
  Also Present:  Community Development Director Cohen and Assistant City Planner Keenan  

      Guests: None 
     Location:  City Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Roads, Auburn Hills, MI  48326 
 
3. PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD - None 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

Mr. Pierce moved to approve the minutes of September 13, 2017. 
Supported by Ms. Shearer. 
 
VOTE: Yes:  All 
  No:  None        Motion Carried (9-0) 
 

5. PETITIONERS - None 
 

6.  OLD BUSINESS - None 
 

7.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

Discussion of Master Land Use Plan 
Mr. Cohen explained that it would be appropriate to amend the Master Land Use Plan in 2018.  He advised the 
Planning Commission that the current format of the plan was adopted in November 2002 and editorially 
amended in November 2009.  He further explained that the general placement of land uses on the map has 
remained relatively consistent since the late 1970’s. 
 
Mr. Cohen outlined the anticipated amendments to the plan: 
 

1. Editorial Map Changes 
a. Add changes to land use map relating to the Oakland County Animal Control Shelter Property 

(2017), Northeast Corner Neighborhood (2015/2016), and West Downtown (2012) master plan 
amendments 

b. Add the Riverwalk Master Plan (2009) and Age-Friendly Action Plan (2015) to the list of plans 
on the document. 

c. Re-write the general description of the community, update land use calculations, and update list 
of public officials in the plan brochure. 
 

2. New Changes 

a. Change OCC’s property from Public to Non-Residential 
b. Amend the planned housing density for the parcel between Yoursource and Riverside Park, 

north of Squirrel Court, from 10.0 upa to 15.0 upa to address a future development proposal.  
 
Mr. Cohen stated that staff recently had an extensive discussion with the City Council about the Hillfield area 
and that a neighborhood planning study may occur in the future, separate from this update. 
 
The Master Land Use Plan is scheduled to begin in December and take four to six months to complete. 
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8.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Cohen, Mr. Keenan, and the Planning Commission spent considerable time discussing the status of 
various development projects and future work priorities based on the 2017 and 2018 goals of the City 
Council. 

 
9. NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 
 The next scheduled meeting is on October 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.  
 

10. ADJOURNED 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Shawn Keenan, AICP 
Assistant City Planner 
 



 

 

C I T Y  O F  A U B U R N  H I L L S  
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  A G E N D A  

M E E T I N G  D A T E :  M A R C H  2 6 ,  2 0 1 8  A G E N D A  I T E M  N O .   9 D .  
    C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager, Steven J. Cohen, Director of Community Development, and Shawn 
Keenan, City Planner  

Submitted: March 20, 2018  

Subject: Motion – Accepting Third and Fourth Quarter 2017 Monitoring Network Review Summaries and 2017 Annual 
Monitoring Network Review Summary of the Oakland Heights Development Landfill Reports.

 
 
INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
Attached are the Third and Fourth Quarter 2017 Monitoring Network Review Summaries and 2017 Annual Monitoring 
Network Review Summary prepared by Environmental Consulting Solutions (ECS) for the Oakland Heights Development 
Landfill.  The monitoring network at the landfill appears to be adequate to detect potential releases to the environment.   
 
STATUS OF PREVIOUS ACTION ITEMS 
1. During the second quarter of 2017 the VOC acetone was detected at MW-35S.  Regulations require resampling for 

the VOC acetone within 90 days of the July 2017 event.  MW-35S was resampled for VOCs during the third quarter 
and no VOCs were detected.  No further investigation is warranted.  

 
NEW ACTION ITEMS 
Action items to check from Fourth Quarter 2017 Monitoring Report 
1. The pump in MW-46 has started pumping sporadically and the pump could not be removed because the well casing 

was bent.  Repair work on MW-46 is warranted.  
2. Groundwater exceedances were reported in MW-46 which may be associated with the wells pump.  Further 

monitoring of MW-46 is warranted  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends acceptance.  Representative Andy Foerg from ECS and representatives from the Oakland Heights 
Development landfill and Brown & Caldwell are scheduled to be in attendance at the meeting should the City Council wish 
to discuss the summary reports. 
 
MOTION 
Move to accept the Third and Fourth Quarter 2017 Monitoring Network Review Summaries and the 2017 Annual 
Monitoring Network Review Summary prepared by Environmental Consulting Solutions of the Oakland Heights 
Development Landfill Reports.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I CONCUR: 

 THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 



  
 
 
 
November 16, 2017 
 
Mr. Shawn Keenan 
City of Auburn Hills 
1827 North Squirrel Road 
Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326   
 
RE:  Third Quarter 2017 Monitoring Network Review Summary 
 Oakland Heights Development Landfill 
 ECS Project: A101-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Keenan: 
 
Environmental Consulting Solutions, LLC (ECS) is pleased to present the Third Quarter 2017 (2017 
Q3) Monitoring Network Review Summary for the Oakland Heights Development Landfill (OHD) 
in Auburn Hills, Michigan.  ECS reviewed the October 23, 2017 Brown and Caldwell Hydrogeologic 
Monitoring Report – 3rd Quarter 2017 Oakland Heights Development, Auburn Hills, Michigan and 
provided monitoring oversight. 
 
Brown and Caldwell (BC) of Columbus, Ohio is OHD’s monitoring consultant and Environmental 
Sampling Services Inc. (ESS) of Holly, Michigan, is the sampling contractor that performed the 
2017 Q3 sampling.  The following table provides a summary of the services performed and our 
conclusions/recommendations.  
 

Service Notes Conclusion 

Field 
Observations 

The overall condition of the monitoring system and the 
sampling activities for the event were both acceptable. Acceptable  

Groundwater 
Monitoring 

Several new groundwater monitoring statistical exceedances 
were reported for this event. ECS reviewed the BC 
demonstrations for each of the exceedances and we concur that 
they do not appear to be due to a release(s) of leachate. 
 
During the Q2 event, one VOC (acetone, which is a common 
laboratory contaminant) was detected at one location, MW-35S. 
MW-35S was resampled for VOCs during the Q3 event and no 
VOCS were detected. This appears to confirm the “laboratory 
contaminant” theory and therefore no further work is required 
to address this issue.  

Acceptable 
 
 
 
 
Acceptable 
 
 

Secondary 
Collection 
System 
Monitoring 

Secondary collection system volumes did not exceed the AFRs 
for any of the cells during the Q3 event. 
 
 

Acceptable 
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Surface 
Water 
Monitoring 

Samples of surface water were collected from the two sampling 
locations that contained water. BC compared the analytical 
results with the historical range of concentrations and they did 
not appear to be anomalous. 

Acceptable 

Leachate 
Monitoring 

Q3 leachate sample analytical results were considered to be 
comparable with historical results.  Acceptable 

 
 
ECS is pleased to provide these services to the City of Auburn Hills.  If you have any questions or 
desire further clarification, please contact us at (248) 763-3639. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING SOLUTIONS, LLC 

 
Andrew J. Foerg, CPG 
President 
 
cc:   Bill Dolsen – Oakland Heights Development 
 Kerri Lilly – Brown and Caldwell 

Robb Moore – Republic Services  



  
 
 
 
February 26, 2018 
 
Mr. Shawn Keenan 
City of Auburn Hills 
1827 North Squirrel Road 
Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326   
 
RE:  Fourth Quarter 2017 Monitoring Network Review Summary 
 Oakland Heights Development Landfill 
 ECS Project: A101-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Keenan: 
 
Environmental Consulting Solutions, LLC (ECS) is pleased to present the Fourth Quarter 2017 
(2017 Q4) Monitoring Network Review Summary for the Oakland Heights Development Landfill 
(OHD) in Auburn Hills, Michigan.  ECS reviewed the January 22, 2018 Brown and Caldwell 
Hydrogeologic Monitoring Report – 4th Quarter 2017 Oakland Heights Development, Auburn 
Hills, Michigan and provided monitoring oversight. 
 
Brown and Caldwell (BC) of Columbus, Ohio is OHD’s monitoring consultant and Environmental 
Sampling Services Inc. (ESS) of Holly, Michigan, is the sampling contractor that performed the 
2017 Q4 sampling.  The following table provides a summary of the services performed and our 
conclusions/recommendations.  
 

Service Notes Conclusion 

Field 
Observations 

The overall condition of the monitoring system and the 
sampling activities for the event were both acceptable with one 
exception. The pump in MW-46 has started pumping 
sporadically. It could not be removed during this event because 
the well casing was bent. Some repair work was conducted in 
December 2017 and more is required.  

Warrants 
further 
monitoring 

Groundwater 
Monitoring 

New groundwater monitoring statistical exceedances were 
reported for this event. ECS reviewed the BC demonstrations for 
each of the exceedances. We concur that they do not appear to 
be due to a release(s) of leachate. 
 
Exceedances associated with MW-46 are considered likely due 
to the problems with the pump. After the completion of repair 
activities, future monitoring results will be tracked to see if the 
activities result in improved water quality.  

Acceptable 
 
 
 
Warrants 
further 
monitoring 
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Secondary 
Collection 
System 
Monitoring 

No secondary collection system volumes exceeded the 
applicable AFRs for any of the cells during the Q4 event. 
 
 

Acceptable 
 
 
 

Surface 
Water 
Monitoring 

Only two sampling locations contained sufficient volumes of 
water for sampling. BC compared the analytical results with the 
historical range of concentrations and they appeared consistent.  

Acceptable 

Leachate 
Monitoring 

Q4 leachate sample analytical results are considered to be 
comparable with historical results.  Acceptable 

 
 

ECS is pleased to provide these services to the City of Auburn Hills.  If you have any questions or 
desire further clarification, please contact us at (248) 763-3639. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING SOLUTIONS, LLC 

 
Andrew J. Foerg, CPG 
President 
 
cc:   Bill Dolsen – Oakland Heights Development 
 Kerri Lilly – Brown and Caldwell 

Robb Moore – Republic Services  



  
 
 
 
 
March 19, 2018 
 
Mr. Shawn Keenan 
City of Auburn Hills 
1827 North Squirrel Road 
Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326   
 
RE:  Annual 2017 Monitoring Network Review Summary - Revised 
 Oakland Heights Development Landfill 
 ECS Project: A101-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Keenan: 
 
Environmental Consulting Solutions, LLC (ECS) is pleased to present this revised Annual 2017 
Monitoring Network Review Summary for the Oakland Heights Development Landfill (OHD) in 
Auburn Hills, Michigan.  This report summarizes notable issues identified during 2017 and 
provides ECS’s professional opinion regarding the need for additional actions or whether the 
issues appear to have been resolved. ECS reviewed 2017 Brown and Caldwell (BC) Hydrogeologic 
Monitoring Reports and conducted field oversight of 2017 monitoring events. 
 
The following table provides a summary of the systems that were monitored, notable issues 
identified and ECS’s conclusions/recommendations.  
 

System Notable Issues - 2017 Conclusion 

Field 
Observations 

ECS staff observed the sampling activities associated with the 
2017 events. Generally, sampling appears to have been 
performed in an acceptable manner and the condition of the 
monitoring system was typically good.  The pump in MW-46 
does need additional repair work.  

MW-46 needs 
additional 
repair work.   

 
 
Groundwater 
Monitoring 
 
 
 
 

-Statistical exceedances occurred during each 2017 event and 
BC presented demonstrations for each exceedance. ECS agreed 
that none of the exceedances appeared to be associated with 
leachate releases at the landfill.   
- Exceedances associated with MW-46 are considered likely due 
to the problems with the pump. After the completion of repair 
activities, future monitoring results will be tracked to see if the 
activities result in improved water quality. 
-During the 2017 Q2 event, a VOC (acetone) was reported in the 
sample from MW-35S. BC suspected laboratory cross 
contamination as this is fairly common with acetone. Q3 
sampling confirmed this.  

Acceptable 
 
 
 
Warrants 
further 
monitoring 
 
Acceptable 
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Secondary 
Collection 
System 
Monitoring 

None of the applicable SCS Action Flow Rates were exceeded in 
2017. 

 
Acceptable 
 

Surface 
Water 
Monitoring 

2017 surface water sample analytical results appeared to be 
consistent with recent historical results and no issues were 
identified.  

Acceptable 

Leachate 
Monitoring 

2017 leachate sample analytical results appeared to be 
consistent with recent historical results and no issues were 
identified. 

Acceptable 

 
 
ECS is pleased to provide these services to the City of Auburn Hills.  If you have any questions or 
desire further clarification, please contact us at (248) 763-3639. 
 
Sincerely, 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING SOLUTIONS, LLC 

 
Andrew J. Foerg, CPG 
President 
 
Enclosures 
 
 
cc:   Glen Goestenkors – Oakland Heights Development 
 Kerri Lilly – Brown and Caldwell 

Robb Moore – Republic Services 
 
 
  



Auburn Hills asks for input on future of parks and recreation 

    

Riverside Park in Auburn Hills. Photo by Natalie Broda - Digital First Media 

By Natalie Broda, POSTED: 03/19/18  

 
Riverside Park in Auburn Hills.Photo by Natalie Broda - Digital First Media 
The city of Auburn Hills is looking for community input to update its Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

A survey is available online for residents to give feedback on programs, trails, parks and more. A new park, potentially to be 
named Kayak Point Park at 1899 N. Squirrel Road, is also in the works. The city’s Master Land Use Plan is currently being updated by 
the Auburn Hills Planning Commission as well. 

The 18-question survey can be found at auburnhills.org/departments/parks_and_recreation. 

 

https://auburnhillsdevelopment.com/2018/03/09/grant-sought-to-convert-former-country-kitchen-into-new-city-park/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N6YWLCK
http://auburnhills.org/departments/parks_and_recreation/index.php


Auburn Hills auto supplier marks 30 years 

 

Photo courtesy of Hirotec  

POSTED: 03/09/18,  
Hirotec America, Inc. of Auburn Hills, announced the celebration of its 30th anniversary. The auto supplier provides body-in-white 
closures, exhaust systems, and closure manufacturing equipment. It recently expanded its facility to include a new stamping die 
tryout center, equipped with the latest high-speed machining capabilities, according to a statement from the company. 

“I’m very proud of the Hirotec America team and our accomplishments. I’m also very thankful for our 

customers for their continued support, and the City of Auburn Hills and the State of Michigan for creating 

a strong and supportive community,” Katsu Uno, Hirotec chairman and CEO, said in a statement. 

Hirotec America is a member of the global Hirotec Group. For more information, visit www.hirotecamerica.com. 

— Kathy Blake, The Oakland Press 

 

http://www.hirotecamerica.com/


Auburn Hills resident wins trip to Arizona through work 

 
Tarl Robinson, Plexus Worldwide CEO (left) and Marla Stephens. Photo courtesy of Plexus Worldwide.  

Posted: 03/16/18, 3:47 PM EDT | Updated: 4 days ago  

0 Comments  

Marla Stephens, of Auburn Hills, recently won a free trip to Arizona from Plexus Worldwide a direct-selling health, wellness and 
weight management company, due to her success with her home-based business through the company. 

Plexus Worldwide had her and a guest flown to Scottsdale, Arizona, where they were treated with luxurious accommodations, a spa 
visit, lunch with the Plexus events team, dinner with Plexus executives, and a tour of the corporate offices, plus $300 spending 
money. 

— Kathy Blake, The Oakland Press 

 

http://www.theoaklandpress.com/business/20180316/auburn-hills-resident-wins-trip-to-arizona-through-work#disqus_thread
http://www.plexusworldwide.com/
http://www.plexusworldwide.com/


Avondale High School technology teacher Martin Ballard wins Oakland County Teacher of the Year 

   

 

Sharon Hyde (left), Avondale High School principal stands with Martin Ballard, Avondale High School teacher for career and technical 
education courses and this year’s Teacher of the Year and James Schwarz, superintendent of Avondale schools. Photo by Natalie 
Broda - Digital First Media 

By Natalie Broda, POSTED: 03/21/18,  

Martin Ballard, Avondale High School teacher for career and technical education courses as he is surprised with his Oakland County 
Teacher of the Year award on Wednesday, March 21.Photo by Natalie Broda - Digital First Media 
For the second year in a row, an Avondale High School instructor has been named Oakland County Teacher of the Year for the high 
school level. 

Martin Ballard, Avondale High School teacher for career and technical education courses, was honored with the award on 
Wednesday, March 21. Each year, the Oakland Intermediate School District selects one teacher from elementary, middle and high 
schools around the county for the award through a nomination and selection process. 

Ballard began his teaching career at the International Technology Academy in Pontiac, where he spent 14 years teaching high school. 
In the approximately three years he’s been at Avondale, Ballard has been at the center of advancing technology course options and 
preparing students for working in the informational technology fields. 

“We’re extremely fortunate to have Mr. Ballard in our building,” Sharon Hyde, Avondale High School principal said. “He’s passionate 
and caring about his work and on expanding our career and technical education. Next year, we’re expected to have more CTE 
offerings than any other school in Oakland County.” 

In his career, Ballard said the two things he can hope for as a teacher are to develop character in his students and help them acquire 
a skill they can take to the job market. 

“I’m pleased to be able to represent Avondale. Avondale gives me everything I want, they let me be me, I had that in Pontiac and I 
have that here. That’s what lets me be teacher of the year,” Ballard said. “Because if I didn’t have the support, I couldn’t do what I 
do.” 

Chris Larson, a current senior at Avondale High School, said that Ballard’s passion for teaching is something that keeps him excited to 
come to class every day. 

“He is not your average teacher. And he certainly is not your average person. But that’s what makes him an extraordinary teacher. 
He engages with students and tries so hard to get everyone excited about whatever he is teaching,” Larson said in the nomination 
letter. 

“His passion and enthusiasm is simply contagious. When he begins to talk about a certain technology or ethical issue, he talks with 
so much passion and care that I can’t help but to be engaged in the conversation.” 

 



Avondale senior accepted into the U.S. Coast Guard Academy 

 

Photo submitted by Annette McAvoy  

POSTED: 03/07/18,  
The United States Coast Guard Academy announced that Anne Hinman has been recognized for superior 
academic achievement and leadership potential. Hinman, who attends Avondale High School in Auburn 
Hills, has accepted an appointment to attend the Coast Guard Academy and will be sworn-in as a member 
of the Class of 2022. Avondale High School counselor Denise Sandvig said, “I’ve known Anne for a while 
and I always knew that she would set her sights high and achieve what she was aiming for. She has so 
many natural talents and gifts supporting her goals but she’s also not afraid to do the work if something 
doesn’t come easy.” 

–Submitted by Annette McAvoy 

 



 

 

Men’s clothing store Bachrach closing 3 Oakland County locations 

 

Bachrach, a men’s clothing store, is closing all of its locations nationwide, including this one at Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi, 
as well as stores at Great Lakes Crossing Outlets and Somerset Collection North. Anne Runkle-The Oakland Press  

By Anne Runkle, The Oakland Press 

POSTED: 03/07/18  
Liquidation sales are underway at three Oakland County locations of the men’s clothing store Bachrach. 

The retailer is closing all 14 of its stores nationwide, according to a report on Mlive. 

Locally, the stores are located in: 

• Great Lakes Crossing Outlets in Auburn Hills 

• Somerset Collection North in Troy 

• Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi. 

The three stores were the only locations remaining in Michigan. 

Bachrach recently operated as many as 32 stores, mostly in shopping malls, but that count fell to 14 after it filed for 
bankruptcy in 2017. It had reorganized about a decade earlier. 

But the latest reorganization didn’t work, and its parent company filed for bankruptcy again in mid-February. 

Bachrach specialized in the dressy end of men’s clothing, including suits, sport shirts and outerwear. 

 

http://www.theoaklandpress.com/general-news/20180307/mens-clothing-store-bachrach-closing-3-oakland-county-locations#author1
http://www.mlive.com/business/index.ssf/2018/03/3_michigan_stores_among_closin.html?ath=379b2b33308857c487c7ed88553d05e1#cmpid=nsltr_herostryheadline_single


FCA hosts middle school girls to learn networking, augmented reality 

     

Middle school girls from Detroit work hands-on with technologies such as augmented reality and programming at FCA US’s 
information communication and technology facility on Friday, March 9, 2018.Photo by Natalie Broda - Digital First Media 

By Natalie Broda, POSTED: 03/12/18 

 
Middle school girls from Detroit work hands-on with technologies such as augmented reality and programming at FCA US’s 
information communication and technology facility on Friday, March 9, 2018. Photo by Natalie Broda - Digital First Media 
The Michigan Council of Women in Technology Foundation recently brought 75 middle school girls from Detroit to Auburn Hills to 
work hands-on with STEM technologies at FCA US. 

The girls are part of the foundation’s GET IT Girls (Girls Exploring Together Information Technology) after school program, where 
they learn things like coding and app development. 

The team at the FCA US’s information communication and technology facility set up activities for the girls to learn about a variety of 
technologies. From augmented reality to CAN-bus networking used to program automobiles, FCA employees spent the morning and 
afternoon of Friday, March 9 teaching the girls about the technology used in their fields. 

Alayasia Dean, 12 and a seventh grader at Ludington Magnet Middle and Honors School in Detroit, said she learned her love of 
working with computers from her mother. She’s been with GET IT Girls for about a year and a half now, currently working on coding 
her own website. 

“I like the coding part, it’s a lot of typing but I like it. I want to be an engineer with cars,” Dean said. 

Dean said to her, it’s absolutely important that more girls like herself get into the STEM fields. 

“Some people think it’s boring but I like it,” Dean said. 

Paulette Ozga, senior manager of ICT risk management and compliance at FCA US, also a previous board member for the Women in 
Technology Foundation, said that over the past few years she hasn’t seen as many women entering the STEM fields as she would 
like. Ozga’s spent about 30 years working in information technology, starting as an intern with FCA US. 

“I find it so enriching to bring a program like this here, it’s so fulfilling to be giving back,” Ozga said. “They give us a new way of 
looking at things, it’s fun for us too.” 

 

https://www.mcwt.org/
http://www.fcanorthamerica.com/Pages/Home.aspx


Hop over to the Auburn Hills egg hunt, bonnet contest 

 

The 27th annual Easter Egg Hunt and Bonnet Contest returns to Auburn Hills on Saturday, March 31.Submitted PHoto - Courtesy of 
the city of Auburn Hills 

By Natalie Broda, POSTED: 03/15/18, | 

It’s time to bust out those bunny ears- the 27th annual Easter Egg Hunt and Bonnet Contest returns to Auburn Hills on Saturday, 
March 31. 

“This is such a great time of year for people to get out and enjoy the weather. Last year, with 

chilly temperatures and a bright sun, more than 1,000 people attended the celebration! We have 

a lot of fun planned for this year as well,” Brian Marzolf, director of recreation for Auburn Hills said. 

Here’s what to know if you plan to go: 

• $2 entrance fee per child 

• Egg hunt will begin at noon 

• Bonnet contest will feature kids and adult categories 

• Adult egg toss and photos with the Easter Bunny begin at 1 p.m. 

The event takes place at Civic Center Park, behind the Auburn Hills Community Center at 1827 North Squirrel Road on the city’s main 
campus. 

 



Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard to hold meet and greet 

 
File photo by Mark Cavitt — Digital First Media  

By Natalie Broda, Posted: 03/06/18  

Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard will hold a coffee and conversation meet and greet next week.  

Taking place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wednesday, March 14, participants can stop by to talk about crime and 
their communities with the sheriff.  

The meet and greet will be held at Lafayette Market, 154 North Saginaw St. in downtown Pontiac.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1889297791103765/?active_tab=about


Road commission using additional $4 million in state dollars to resurface roads in 2018 

               
Road Commission for Oakland County workers filling potholes along 14 Mile Road in Novi on Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2018. State, county and local road officials point to 
the continued underfunding of the state's transportation budget as the reason for poor road conditions. (Mark Cavitt/The Oakland Press)  By Mark Cavitt, Posted: 
03/12/18  

The Road Commission for Oakland County has identified the ways it will use $7 million in additional state dollars.  

The commission is receiving the supplemental state funds as part of a $175 million package, recently approved by the State 
Legislature for allocation, which is being pushed up for use in Fiscal Year 2018 from Fiscal Year 2019 in order to expedite critical road 
repairs statewide.  

The county road commission’s $7 million allocation is the most of any road commission, city or village in the state. Currently, 70 
percent of the county’s roads are in poor condition. 

Beginning in April, the road commission will begin using the additional dollars, $4 million, to resurface roads as part of its 2018 
preservation overlay program. The remaining $3 million will be used for spot resurfacing, pothole patching, and concrete repair 
programs.  

Eric Wilson, road commission chairman, said once he got word of the additional dollars becoming available, the commission 
immediately expanded its resurfacing program and instructed its contractor to start work as soon as weather conditions improved.  

The preservation overlay program involves simple resurfacing projects, which involve laying down a new top layer of asphalt, that 
can be done in about two weeks. .  

Taking into account the additional dollars, the road commission will invest $17.5 million into its resurfacing program in 2018, which 
is an increase over 2017.  

Ron Fowkes, road commission commissioner, said this money will help the road crews better attack the pothole problem affecting 
the region.  

“Our number-one goal right now is to repair the roads that saw the most potholes this year,” said Fowkes.“We are putting all 
available dollars toward that goal. This is the real solution to the potholes.” 

Here is a list of all the 2018 resurfacing, or overlay, projects: 

• Milford Road, south Rose Twp. border to north Rose Twp. border, Rose Twp. 

• Fenton Road, west Rose Twp. border to Milford Road, Rose Twp. 

• Grange Hall Road, west county line to Fish Lake Road, Holly Twp. 

• Davisburg Road, Milford Road to Andersonville Road, Rose Twp. & Springfield Twp. 

• East Holly Road, Rood Road to I-75, Holly Twp. and Springfield Twp. 

http://www.theoaklandpress.com/general-news/20180208/gov-snyder-says-michigan-playing-catch-up-to-fix-roadways
http://www.theoaklandpress.com/general-news/20180302/nearly-70-percent-of-oakland-countys-roads-are-in-poor-condition
http://www.theoaklandpress.com/general-news/20180302/nearly-70-percent-of-oakland-countys-roads-are-in-poor-condition


• Grange Hall Road, Fagan Road to I-75, Holly Twp. 

• McGinnis Road, Grange Hall Road to .75 miles east (end of pavement), Groveland Twp. 

• South Blvd., Opdyke to .4 miles east in Bloomfield Twp. and Auburn Hills  

• Wardlow, Milford to Harvey Lake in Highland Twp. 

• Andersonville, 350 feet west of Nelsey to Northwest Court in Independence and Springfield twps. 

• Big Lake, Hillsboro to Andersonville in Springfield Twp. (paid for by the township) 

• Elizabeth Lake Road, Cooley Lake to Cass Lake in Waterford Twp. 

• Commerce, Hiller to Orchard Lake in West Bloomfield Twp. and Orchard Lake Village (Orchard Lake Village is contributing) 

• Hiller, Commerce to Old Orchard Trail in West Bloomfield Twp. (West Bloomfield Twp. is contributing) 

• Bogie Lake, Cooley Lake to M-59 in White Lake Twp. 

• Wixom, west of Glengary to Milford Village limits, Commerce Twp. and Milford Twp. 

• South Commerce, Pontiac Trail to Oakley Park in Walled Lake and Commerce Twp. 

• Commerce, South Duck Lake to Bogie Lake in Commerce Twp. 

• Haggerty, 10 Mile to Pontiac Trail in Farmington Hills, West Bloomfield Twp. and Commerce Twp. 

• Pontiac Trail, 11 Mile to Silver Lake in South Lyon and Lyon Twp. 

• Pontiac Trail, Milford to City of Wixom limits, Lyon Twp. and Milford Twp. 

• Quarton, Telegraph to Lahser in Bloomfield Twp. 

• 14 Mile, Franklin to Bloomfield Hills city limits in Bloomfield Twp. and Franklin Village 

• Hickory Grove, Franklin to Lahser in Bloomfield Twp. (Bloomfield Twp. is contributing) 

• Andover, Long Lake south to concrete section in Bloomfield Twp. (Bloomfield Twp. is contributing) 

• Lincoln, Telegraph to Lahser in Bloomfield Twp. (Bloomfield Twp. is contributing) 

• Franklin, 14 Mile to Maple in Bloomfield Twp. and Franklin Village 

• 10 Mile, 330 feet west of Research to Sinacola in Farmington Hills 

• 10 Mile, Telegraph to 1,000 feet east of Orchard Lake in Farmington Hills 

• Greenfield, 13 Mile to 14 Mile in Beverly Hills and Royal Oak (Beverly Hills and Royal Oak are both contributing) 

• Clarkston, Eston to M-24 in Independence Twp. and Orion Twp. 

• Stoney Creek, Orion to Rochester in Orion Twp. and Oakland Twp. 

• Maple, Haggerty to Meijer driveway in Commerce Twp. 
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Olko, Doreen

From: Susan <smbisio@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2018 11:00 PM
To: Olko, Doreen
Subject: Active Shooter Training

Chief Olko: 
 
Thank you for putting me in touch with Officer Miller.  My husband, daughter and I had the opportunity 
to attend his Active Shooter Training this evening.  It was wonderful, and we are so grateful, not only 
to the church that sponsored the event but also to Officer Miller for giving us some useful and 
practical tools (that I hope we never need).  
 
I also want to say thank you to your assistant.  I feel really bad that I am not remembering her name 
at the moment, especially since she took some time to chat with me this evening.  It was so nice to 
connect a face to the Nixle messages - I love them so much!  They are always timely (much more so 
than listening to the radio).  We live in Clarkston, and we really appreciate that the Auburn Hills P.D. 
has made so many efforts to reach out to the surrounding communities.   
 
You are all awesome! 
 
Thank you, again, for everything. 
 
Susan Bisio 
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